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Turley Publications photo by Connie J. Casagrande 


The Academy of Artistic Performance of Feeding Hills performed before the Agawam Lions Club at their 
annual holiday dinner last month. The performers, who have opened for the New York City Rockettes for 
the Christmas Spectacular, are the only group to ever be spotlighted besides the Rockettes at the show. 
They have performed in Disney in the past as well as for local organizations right here in Agawam. 


Heating 
hurdles for 
Hampden 

County 


Fuel assistance funds 


down 28 percent 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


fficials who were sweating it out 

waiting for a decision to be made 
on the Fiscal Year 2012 budget for the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), commonly re- 
ferred to as fuel assistance, breathed a 
collective sigh of relief last week when 
the Patrick-Murray Administration an- 
nounced an additional $21.8 million in 
funding for FY2012. 

The additional funding brings the total 
Massachusetts allocation to $99.5 mil- 
lion, but the Commonwealth is expected 
to receive another funding increase in 
the coming weeks that will bring the 
total to $133 million. The total funding 
levels represent a 28 percent drop from 
last year’s allocation, according to a 
statement released by the Patrick-Mur- 
ray Administration Jan. 4. 

The Fuel Assistance Program assists 
families in need by paying a portion of, 
though not all, their heating bills from 
Nov. 1 to April 30. Those who are eligible 
include residents living on fixed incomes, 
low incomes, renters and homeowners 


Please see HEATING, page 6 
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of office 


Flected ofticials 


sworn In 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM -— Mayor Richard Cohen was 
sworn in to his sixth term in office on Tues- 
day, Jan. 3, a record-setting moment since the 
town of Agawam went to a mayoral form of 
government in 1989. 

In addition, a special ceremony was held 
for Cohen and the newly-elected members 
of the school committee and city council on 
Saturday afternoon at the Roberta Doering 
School. 

But if you ask Cohen, it’s not setting a 
record that means so much; it’s the thought 
of being able to continue to perform public 
service. Cohen also pointed to the confidence 
voters showed in his ability to lead the town 
when 61 percent of those who turned out for 
the election cast their ballots in his favor. 

“I love coming to work every day,’ said 
Cohen. “It’s not about the length of time I 
have been doing this. It’s about what you do 
when you are there in office.” 

Please see OATH, page 14 


Community planning looks at 
the past, toward the future 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


AGAWAM — Thanks to community 
preservation funding, during the course of 
the last nine years, the town of Agawam 
has spent in excess of $2 million on historic 
preservation, open space, affordable housing 
and recreation projects. 

The Community Preservation Act (CPA), 
which passed by the state Legislature in 
2000, allows municipalities to assess up to 
a 3 percent surcharge on property (with the 
first $100,000 valuation excluded), with at 
least 10 percent of funds devoted to each of 
three categories: affordable housing, histori- 
cal preservation and open space preserva- 
tion. The remaining funds may be allocated 
for any combination of the allowed uses or 
for land or recreational use. 

The town of Agawam voted in November 
2001 to adopt the CPA and assesses a | per- 
cent surcharge of real estate taxes, said Jen- 
nifer Bonfiglio, CPA administrator for Aga- 
wam. The town receives a state match for 
funds collected for eligible projects, she said, 
adding that while the match was 100 percent 
when the CPA was first adopted, it has since 
dwindled to just 25 percent last year. 

“Tt’s still a 25 percent return on our money, 
so that’s still good,’ Bonfiglio said. 

Once the CPA was adopted, a nine-mem- 
ber group was formed to advise the city coun- 
cil about the projects for which CPA funding 
was sought. The Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) is charged with study- 
ing the “needs, possibilities and resources” 
for community preservation in Agawam. It 
meets monthly — usually the fourth Wednes- 
day of each month — at Agawam Public Li- 
brary at 6:30 p.m. 
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The historic School Street Barn is 
one rehabilitation project that will 
come before the Agawam Commu- 
nity Preservation Committee this 
year for funding. 


Once an application is received, the CPC 
meets twice before voting to send the proj- 
ect to the city council for final approval, said 
Bonfiglio. 

According to Bonfiglio, at the close of fis- 
cal year 2011, the CPA general fund had $2.5 
million, while open space had $608,000; 
historic preservation had $328,000; and 
community housing had $359,000. Since the 


town adopted CPA, it has expended $405,000 
for historic preservation; $25,000 for open 
space; $249,000 for community housing and 
$1.8 million for recreation. 

In order to determine funding eligibil- 
ity and prioritization, the CPC evaluates all 
applications against specific criteria, which 
fall into two categories: general, and those 
specific criteria related to the four program 
areas (open space, historic preservation, 
community housing and recreation). The 
criteria are outlined in the 2011 Commu- 
nity Preservation Plan available at the office 
of planning and community development 
at Agawam Town Hall and online at www. 
agawamcpa.com. In reviewing projects sub- 
mitted for CPA funding, the CPC is com- 
mitted to the goal of long-term preservation, 
according to the 2011 Community Preserva- 
tion Plan. Applications should demonstrate 
how the project will provide lasting value to 
the community. 

“We’re waiting for worthy projects to 
come through,’ Bonfiglio said, adding it is 
also important that the public is aware of 
the projects the CPC considers on an ongo- 
ing basis. Because the CPC — and likewise, 
the city council — meetings are open to the 
public, anyone with questions or comments 
on an application may attend to voice their 
concerns, she said. 

Preserving Agawam 

There are several notable projects in town 
that have been funded through CPA, includ- 
ing the Thomas Smith House, historical 
markers at local cemeteries, vital records 


Please see PLANNING, page 6 
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Fourth Food Fest... 


January 12, 2012 


WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will feature a photo of a local building, item, 
sign, place or landmark and ask readers to pick their brains to figure out where it is 
or even what it is. Check here each week to test your knowledge of the area where 
we live and work. The photo will be from either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but we’ ll 
always give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run in next week’s edition along 
with the name of the first person to submit a correct answer and a new trivia photo 
for you to consider. 

E-mail answers or future Where Is It? suggestions to editor Jennifer Wroblewski 
at jwroblewski @turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo 
by Connie J. Casagrande 


This week’s sign sits out- 
side a building tucked 
away somewhere in 
Agawam. Inside are 
people ready to help at 
a moment’s notice. Do 
you know where it is? 
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From left, Chef Maspo; Jeff Deragon, of Southwick; Allen Welch, of 
Agawam; Robert Micks, of West Springfield; Killian Hennessey, of 
Longmeadow; Don Jarvis, Principal Director; and Ann Kimball, in- 
structor. 
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2010 *Operation Enduring Freedom* 9 
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The fourth Annual Food Fest West, High School Scholarships and a schol- 
sponsored by the West of the River arship program for Agawam students. 
Chamber of Commerce, was held last Among those in attendance were rep- 
month at Crestview Country Club. Pro-  resentatives from the Lower Pioneer 
ceeds from the event benefit the West Valley Career and Technical Education 


Last week’s photo (right): That statue can i 
Springfield Partnership for Education Center. . 


be found at Robinson Elementary School. 


Correction 


In a guest column that ran on page 5 of the Dec. 15 
edition of Agawam Advertiser News, contact informa- 
tion for the author, Sal Scibelli, was incorrectly listed. 
The correct email at which to reach Sal is sscib36@ 
cs.com. 


Rotary Club to 
meet Jan. 18 


The Agawam Rotary Club 
will meet Wednesday, Jan. 
18 at 12:15 p.m. at Storrow- 
ton Tavern in West Spring- 
field. Guest speaker will be 
Susanne deViller from Blan- 
ford Ski Area. 

Check the Rotary out lo- 
cally at www.agawamrotary. 
org. As Rotarians, they spon- 
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Advertising Sales 


V Veve been serving the community for more than a century. You’ve inspired us to bring the 


very best in health care to you and your loved ones. 


As the region’ largest private employer, we provide livelihood for thousands of families 


who, in turn, enliven our local economy. In this way, we have significance beyond delivering 


excellent care. 


We made a promise to constantly evolve — to transform health care in a way that enriches 


your life. The promise took shape the day the cranes showed up in Springfield, towering 


above the city as a beacon of hope. 


Nearly two years later we are putting the finishing touches on a magnificent hospital 


expansion that brings you privacy, comfort, and the latest technology configured in a way 


that breaks new ground for heart and vascular care. Most importantly, this world class facility 


keeps us moving forward. It allows highly skilled caregivers to bring you care that’s among 
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sor local scholarships and 
charities and raise money 
for local, national, and in- 
ternational service projects, 
including the worldwide 
elimination of polio and pro- 
viding clean drinking water. 
For more information on 
Rotary International, visit 
rotary.org. 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 


the best in the country. We proudly welcome our first patients in March. 
We made a promise and we’re keeping it. 
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For a Baystate heart and vascular specialist 
baystatehealth.org/expansion call 1-800-377-4325. 
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January 12, 2012 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM — For Wendy Rua, the road to 
the Agawam School Committee ran through 
Feeding Hills. 

As a child, Rua walked the same streets to 
the same Feeding Hills school that her moth- 
er once did — and dreamed of herself being a 
mother and joining the PTO. 

Now the mother of three boys, ages 3, 6, 
and 8, Rua moved back to her hometown four 
years ago and became an active PTO mem- 
ber. She then went a step further: Rua ran for 
the school committee and won her first elec- 
tive town office. 

“After speaking at several town council 
meetings last year about the school budget, I 
realized that if I wanted to do more, say more, 
and have more of a voice in our children’s fu- 
ture, I needed to be a member of the school 
committee,” she said. 

On Jan. 10, the 1990 Agawam High School 
graduate joined the seven-member commit- 
tee for its first 2012 meeting. She fills the va- 
cancy created when Kathleen Mouneimneh 
opted not to seek another two-year term. 

A member of the Granger School PTO and 
the Granger School Council, Rua’s candidacy 
was championed by other parents at the bud- 
get meetings. They encouraged her to run so 
she could speak for them and be their voice. 
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Wendy Rua holds the oath of office 
certificate she received after being 
sworn-in this month as a member 
of the school committee. 
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New voice for children, parents joins school committee 


Remarkably, no other contenders came 
forward to compete against her or any of the 
other school committee members running for 
re-election in November. 

A serious, full-fledged campaign 

Despite being unopposed, Rua ran a “‘full- 
fledged campaign.” She created a website, 
designed and printed lawn signs, and utilized 
social media. 

“I had what I called ‘The Listening Tour’ 
so I could try to meet and to talk with as many 
people as possible about the issues. I wanted 
people to know I took the position seriously 
and that I would work hard on our children’s 
behalf,’ said Rua. 

Rua’s friends and family — including par- 
ents Ron and Pam Pudlo, husband Mario, and 
their three sons — were her campaign team. 
They stood with her at various locations and 
held up signs as she waved to voters. 

One of Rua’s biggest supporters was her 
close friend Melissa Sheehan-Black, who 
passed away in early January before she 
could watch Rua take the oath of office. “Me- 
lissa cheered me on every step of the way. 
She was the sunshine on my campaign. She 
represented my hope and inspiration.” 

Unable to attend the official swearing-in- 
ceremony because of her friend’s funeral, 
Rua privately received the oath of office a 
few days earlier. Later this month, she will 
attend a daylong training session provided 
by the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees. 

Learning by listening and communicating 

Rua said her “real learning” will come from 
talking with fellow committee members, the 
education staff, and parents of students. 

“Tt will take time to learn, but the best way 
is by listening. Communication is the path to 
change and open dialogue needs to happen 
first,’ she said, adding she hopes to bring and 
maintain a nonpolitical perspective. “Politics 
won’t make our children’s future brighter. 
What will enrich the possibilities for our 
children and our educational system is peo- 
ple working together and having an honest 
dialogue, listening, and creating outside-the- 
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Wendy Rua with her three sons — 
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Turley Publications photos by Mike Lydick 


the third generation in her family to 


attend Agawam schools, she began her first two-year term on the seven- 
member Agawam School Committee this month. 


box-ideas.” 

A Mount Holyoke College graduate, Rua’s 
background is in education and psychology. 
She left her career as a social worker to be- 
come a stay-at-home-mother after her first 
son was born. 

When he entered kindergarten at Granger 
School in 2008, she joined the school’s PTO, 
where she later served as president — and 
began attending school committee meetings. 
For the past three years, Rua has served as 
one of two parents on the Granger School 
Council that meets monthly with administra- 
tors and teachers. 

Hometown offers a special connection 

Rua and her family moved to Feeding 
Hills not only to live closer to her parents but 
also so her sons could attend Agawam public 
schools. 

She and her husband found a historic farm- 
house — with original pieces of the 1800s 


Feeding Hills Center School — just two 
streets away from where Rua grew up and 
where her parents still live. “We bought this 
house so my children could walk down the 
same sidewalks and go to the same schools 
that my mother and I attended.” 

Rua said she got a great education in Aga- 
wam and believes the school system and its 
teachers are among the best in the area. “Our 
teachers are the foundation upon which the 
rest of our education system is built. If we 
don’t support our teachers, nothing else will 
be successful,’ said Rua, who still keeps in 
touch with some of her former teachers, in- 
cluding her first grade teacher. 

“Two generations of my family were edu- 
cated in Agawam. The third generation is in 
progress now. I’m proud, hopeful, privileged, 
and honored to be an advocate for them and 
all Agawam students as I begin my journey as 
a school committee member.” 
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pinion 
Save a life, become 
an organ donor 


olution, here’s an easy one to make and 
keep in 2012: 

Become an organ donor — it’s easy to do 
and only takes a few moments of your time. 

Your decision to become a donor could 
make a difference in the life of another. As 
one donor, you can help more than 50 people 
in need of organs or tissue, according to Dr. 
George Lipkowitz, medical director, Trans- 
plant Division, Baystate Medical Center. 

Even though hundreds of thousands of 
people have provided the gift of life through 
a commitment to organ donation, there is 
still a critical need for organ, tissue, mar- 
row and blood donation. More than 112,000 
people are on the nation’s organ transplant 
waiting list and, on average, 18 patients die 
each day while awaiting an organ. 

Making your wishes known is easy. Po- 
tential donors need only to sign a donor card 
or indicate their wishes on their driver’s li- 
cense or register online at www.donatelife- 
newengland.org/register. 

However, while a signed donor card, on- 
line registration and a driver’s license with 
an “organ donor” designation are legal doc- 
uments, organ and tissue donation should 
always be discussed with family members 
prior to any donation. 

Dr. Lipkowitz noted believing you are too 
old to become a donor is a common myth. 
He said anyone, regardless of age, should 
consider themselves as a potential donor. 
Your medical condition at the time of death 
will determine what organs and tissues can 
be donated. 

The good news to report is that in Octo- 
ber 2011, Donate Life America announced 
a significant milestone had been achieved 
with 100 million organ, eye and tissue do- 
nors being registered in the United States. 
On average, nearly 8 million people join a 
state donor registry each year, with a major- 
ity (97 percent) joining through state depart- 
ments of motor vehicles. 

However, because the number of trans- 
plant patients continues to rise, there is still 
a critical need for organ, tissue, marrow and 
blood donation. As a result, a new national 
goal has been set to register 20 million ad- 
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ditional donors by the end of 2012. 

While great strides have been made in 
educating the public about deceased dona- 
tions, there are many factors contributing 
to a decline in available organs, especially 
kidneys, as a more safety-conscious public 
results in fewer accidental deaths. Today, 
more and more people are making a differ- 
ence in someone’s life by becoming a liv- 
ing kidney donor, offering a child or adult 
in western Massachusetts an alternative to 
waiting on the national transplant list for 
a kidney from a deceased donor. Those al- 
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truistic donors will be donating one of their 
two healthy kidneys, and after the transplant 
surgery will resume normal, active lives. 

There are several benefits for a patient 
who receives a kidney from a living do- 
nor, including a higher success rate, a bet- 
ter genetic match which lessens the risk of 
rejection, and the transplant surgery can be 
scheduled at a time that is convenient for 
both the donor and the recipient. 

Deciding whether you want to be a living 
kidney donor involves careful consideration. 
All potential donors must be in good health 


and before being accepted as a living donor 
will undergo a number of medical tests by 
the transplant team to make sure they are 
a suitable candidate. Living kidney donors 
must be over the age of 18 and have a blood 
type that is compatible with that of the re- 
cipient. 

To learn more about becoming a living 
kidney donor, call Baystate Medical Cen- 
ter’s Transplant Services at 413-794-2321. 
To learn more about organ and tissue dona- 
tion, contact LifeChoice Donor Services at 
800-874-5215. 
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Students learn the 
true meaning of 
Christmas 


A group of students from Aga- 
wam Junior High School and Aga- 
wam High School took their annual 
trip on Dec. 20 to purchase presents 
for the siblings of a classmate, Lexi 
Jagodowski, who passed from can- 
cer in 2008. Each year, the students 


raise money to buy these gifts so 
that the Jagodowski family knows 
that Lexi’s spirit and memory re- 
mains alive and well throughout the 
Agawam community. 

While shopping, a bag with some 
of the presents was inadvertently 
left outside of a store. When it was 
realized that the bag was missing, a 
call was placed to the mall, but we 
believed that the bag would never 
surface and the plan was to replace 
the lost gifts. 


The next day, a call came in from 
an 81-year-old Longmeadow resi- 
dent who wanted to speak with us 
personally about the missing bag. 
Much to our delight, Margaret Mc- 
Gee found the bag and after wait- 
ing a considerable amount of time 
for its owner, brought the bag home 
and contacted the mall. When she 
saw the contents of the bag, she im- 
mediately was concerned that some 
child would be without presents on 
Christmas. 


Needless to say, the bag was re- 
turned and the presents were under 
the tree on Christmas morning. We 
just want to publicly thank Mrs. Mc- 
Gee for teaching our students a valu- 
able lesson about the true meaning 
behind the holiday season! Thank 
you, Margaret McGee. 


Ann Theriault, Laura Wray-Ra- 
mos, Laurie McCaslin 

AHS and AJHS Griffin’s Friends 
Youth Group 


Modern technology: A troubling connection 


m I the only moderately techno- 

logical person alive who hasn’t 
defected to the Kindle or similar e- 
book reader or a tablet for that mat- 
ter? 

Pm all about technology, I really 
am, but I can’t seem to get on the 
Kindle bandwagon. Perhaps that’s 
for the best, though, given my his- 
tory. 

Before I abandoned my Blackber- 
ry for an Android in 2010, I swore up 
and down that I’d never own a touch- 
screen phone. I remained steadfast in 
that respect until my beloved Black- 
berry decided it didn’t want to hold 
a charge any more and I was forced 
to jump ship. Now, after just over a 


year with my touch-screen (with its 
Facebook/Internet capabilities, cam- 
era, talk-to-text features and Pandora 
Radio, among other things), I can’t 
imagine ever going back to my basic 
Blackberry. 

I say this because 
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which took a nose-dive onto a ce- 
ment step a few months ago and 
somehow, miraculously, still works), 
it’s probably better that I don’t spend 
a fortune on a device that could help 
me to streamline my 
reading...like that’s ever 


while I express fierce WITH JEN been a problem. 

opposition to the Kindle OC ELSFLIS For this reason, I have 
— [I love the smell of JENNIFER also resisted the urge to 
old books, after all — I | WROBLEWSKI purchase a tablet. When- 
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haven’t exactly had the 
Opportunity to use one 
yet. Without a doubt, if I ever did 
find myself with one, I’d cross over 
to the dark side in a flash. 

And given my penchant for drop- 
ping things (like my cell phone, 


ever my dad hands his 
over to show me some 
fun new app he’s downloaded, I 
cradle it like it’s a newborn. It cost 
him a bundle of money, so I might as 
well be overly cautious with it (read: 
I might as well set it safely on the 


table when I use it and, if that’s the 
case, why not just purchase a new 
laptop computer if I need something 
of my own with which I can surf the 
web’). 

My klutziness aside, there’s an- 
other reason I don’t have an e-book 
reader or tablet device: they make it 
far too easy for a person to be aloof 
and unapproachable, and let’s face 
it; I don’t need any help there. My 
debilitating shyness and the afore- 
mentioned Android phone do a fairly 
good job of accomplishing that for 
me and I don’t need another crutch. 

Did I effectively make my argu- 
ment? If not, allow me the oppor- 
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Former mayor now 
city council president 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Returning to public service 
was never a question for Christopher John- 
son. 

Now a member of the Agawam City 
Council, the former five-term mayor has 
been given the highest office on the council: 
he was unanimously voted president of the 
council’s reorganization meeting Jan. 3. 

“When you get the ‘public service bug,’ it 
never really goes away,’ said Johnson. 

Johnson, who has been an attorney since 
1986, has a practice in West Springfield. He 
was elected to the city council in 1989, but 
served for only a year and half because the 
town adopted a mayoral form of govern- 
ment. 

He ran for and was successful in his bid 
for the mayoral seat and served five terms 
before opting to take some time away from 
public service to raise a family. 

The public service bug soon resurfaced, 
however. After discussion with his family, 
he ran for city council last year where he 
received more than 5,000 votes, the highest 
total of any elected councilor in the elec- 
tion. 

“I was born and raised here and I have 
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tunity to provide another example, which, 
ironically enough, I stumbled upon while 
using Facebook on my cell phone. 

The New Yorker magazine recently 
published a photo by P.S. Mueller that de- 
picted a woman talking on her phone with 
a caption that read: “A bunch of friends 
are coming over to stare at their phones.” 
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Johnson goes back to his roots 


raised my family here,’ said 
Johnson. “It is a great place to 
live and I want to help con- 
tinue to make it a great place 
to live.” 

On the heels of his success- 
ful city council campaign, 
Johnson was the only nomi- 
nee for the position of presi- 
dent of the council. He was 
selected to succeed previous 
president Donald Rheault, 
a longtime councilor who 
worked with Johnson when 


in two major projects he 
wants the council to take 
on: zoning reform and 
charter review, which he 
said were his top priorities 
during his campaign. 
“With the town charter, 
when we changed our form 
of government, we simply 
took out sections and re- 
placed them,” said Johnson. 
“We need to clean up the 
charter and modernize it. 
Pd like to have a workshop 


he was mayor. Johnson said Christopher Johnson with the councilors and go 


he has tough shoes to fill. 

“Don did an excellent job running the 
council,’ he said. “I voted for him to be 
president when I was on the council. He 
was a great parliamentarian.” 

Though just returning to the council, he 
admits there is a tradeoff in his being the 
president. Because of the rules governing 
the council, his role is typically to run the 
meetings and facilitate the discussion. That 
normally means the council president does 
not actually participate in the discussion. 

“A president must relinquish his chair to 
the vice president in order to take part in a 
discussion,” he said. 

The new president does not foresee any 
major changes to the format or structure of 
the meetings and said he plans to follow the 
proper council rules. 

But Johnson does plan to lead the charge 


While I did get a nice chuckle out of that 
one, I do have to acknowledge the veracity 
of that particular piece of social satire. My 
friends and I do it all the time; occasional- 
ly we’re even messaging each other in lieu 
of expressing our thoughts out loud. 

I laugh, sure, but I can’t help but admit 
there is something troubling about that 
picture (both literally and figuratively): 
Technology is consuming our lives. 


Western New England University 


13TH ANNUAL 
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through and come up with a 
revision plan.” 

Johnson said part of the charter review 
might also include term changes for the 
council and mayor, with the possibility of a 
change to four-year terms. All elected terms 
in Agawam are currently two years. 

Zoning review is already underway 
through efforts by the Planning and Com- 
munity Development department and John- 
son plans to take an active role in that effort 
to see what the council can do to help move 
the process along. 

“Our zoning regulations are from the 
1950s,” said Johnson. “They need to be 
modernized and be made more attractive to 
businesses to help bring them into town.” 

It is also Johnson’s responsibility to have 
a positive working relationship with Mayor 
Richard A. Cohen. As president of the city 
council, Johnson must be aware of all func- 
tions in town because the charter provides 
the city council president becomes the act- 
ing mayor in the event the mayor is inca- 
pacitated or away from office for more than 
three days. 

“I have sat on both sides and I know what 
is required,’ said Johnson. “We need to 
work together and find common ground for 
every issue. We are going to have disagree- 
ments, but I am open to compromise to help 
find a solution.” 
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Tax bills due 
Feb. 1 


AGAWAM - The third quarter real es- 
tate and personal property tax bills for 
fiscal year 2012 are due in the collector’s 
office by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 
1. Bills may also be paid online at www. 
agawam.ma.us. 

Third quarter payment notices were 
mailed Friday, Dec. 30. By law, bills 
were mailed to owners of record as of 
Jan. 1, 2011. Any new homeowner or 
anyone who has not received their real 
estate or personal property tax bill should 
contact the collector’s office at 786-0400, 
ext. 218 to obtain the bill amount. 


Mayor encourages 


residents to utilize 
Connect-CTY 


AGAWAM - Mayor Richard A. Cohen 
and the emergency management office 
would like to encourage residents to uti- 
lize the improved and updated emergen- 
cy management website, Agawamem@ 


agawam.ma.us. 

The site contains weather informa- 
tion and links as to how to prepare for 
snowstorms. It is also recommended 


that residents check their information on 
Connect-CTY by clicking on the Con- 
nect-CTY icon and that they have their 
cell phone numbers listed on Connect- 
CTY. During the last storm and power 
outages, messages were sent to residents 
through Connect-CTY, however, only 
cell phones were getting the message due 
to the power failure. 

It is suggested that those who do not 
have cell phones ask someone with one 
to keep them informed, and have a “cell 
phone buddy” to make sure they are up- 
dated in an emergency situation. 


#1 Company in Agawam/Feeding Hills 2010 


#1 in sales volume in Real Estate Transactions for the year 2010 - source MLS PIN 1/1/2010-12/31/2010 
Centu ° 
—-21 Hometown Associates 
ess ® 


www.C21HometownAssociates.com 


© The Gold Standard (413) 789-1117 Eiis. 
357 No. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Looking for a career in real estate? Real Estate Careers Institute 
Call for upcoming class schedules Rose Stanisewski 
Cell: 413-478-8469 © Office 413-439-0225 rose.stanisewski@century21.com 
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A community service program 
provided free of charge for girls 
ages 7 to 12. 


e All clinics are taught by Western 
New England University coaches 
and varsity athletes 


e Clinics include: basketball, dance 
field hockey, soccer, softball, 
and volleyball 


Register online NOW at 
www.wnegoldenbears.com 
and click on “Girls @ Women 
in Sports Day.” 


Any questions? Call Jenn Kolins 


at 796-2229. 


estean new ENGLAND | WINE 


1215 Wilbraham Road 
Springfield, MA 


$344,000 
Many pleasant surprises are found in this beautiful 5-bed, 3.5-bath one 
time ranch now expanded colonial. 2-bdrms are on the 1st floor and the 
remaining 3 on the 2nd floor. The 1st floor defines wide open floor plan 
with an incredible front entry room. The completely renovated kitchen is 
off the back of the home giving more room. This home was designed to 
utilized space to the fullest. Closets galore, huge basement, 2-concrete 
patios, a rear garage door, fenced in yard and so on. #1313179 


$244,900 
This cozy home has a beautiful open living area with surround sound in 
the family room. This winter stay stress free with a roof heater that melts 
the snow away. What a fabulous feature to have in your home here in 
New England. This home also offers other additions including central 
vac, window quilts in bed room & kitchen, gas fireplace in family room, 
porcelain floor in dining area, back up generator, 12x24 shed and an over 
sized garage. Make your appt. today to see this beautiful home! 
#1264247 


$150,000 
Lovingly maintained & updated 3 bedroom 1.5 bath townhouse style 
condo in Sheri Lane Estates. Updates throughout were started two years 
ago and are now complete. This is an exceptional unit that needs to be 
seen to be appreciated. Schedule your private tour! #1321468 


$1,200/mth 
Mansion Woods, one of the most sought after condominium complexes in 
all of Agawam is the setting for this 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo. Outside 
enjoy the peaceful park like grounds and double tennis court. Inside you 
get an updated unit with ample room and full basement for your storage. 
This unit is offers quality of living at an affordable price. #1311552 


$288,000 
A true gem in an exceptional area describes this move-in-cond 3-bdrm, 2 
full bath colonial. Amenities include: hardwood & granite counter 
tops/stainless appl/beautiful in-ground pool & patio w a 3 season porch. 
Recent updates: hot water tank/vinyl fence front & rear/stove & dish- 
washer/2nd flr carpets, vanity & flr/pool liner/. Simply put this home is 
extraordinary, pride of ownership radiates through. #1286616 


29 

$350,000 
Wonderfully cared for & updated large colonial w/great extra features on cul- 
de-sac! Beautifully maintained grounds come w/a detached 3rd car 
garage/storage shed w/ electricity, large deck w/built-in benches, spacious 
patio beneath grapevines & above ground pool. Interior features a two-story 
foyer entrance, formal living & dining rooms & huge master suite w/addi- 
tional room attached for use of your choice! Half finished basement area 
with newly built, fully tiled full bath. #1250386 


Home for Heroes is a community-minded company that offers 
considerable savings to heroes when they buy or sell a home. Our 
heroes consist of all military personnel, firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical personnel, correction officers and teachers. 


Visit Homes for Heroes at www.homesforheroes.com to see for 
yourself how the program can benefit you. George Moriarty is 


Homes + Heroes 


your local Homes for Heroes Affiliate. Contact him directly at 
413-330-8328 or email george.moriarty@century21.com. 
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who pay for their own heat or have heat in- 
cluded in their rent. The maximum income 
eligibility for fuel assistance is 60 percent of 
estimated state median income. 

Household size determines the amount an 
eligible family would receive, coupled with 
the income of family members 18 years old 
and above, before taxes are removed, in- 
cluding funds from child support payments, 
pensions, government assistance, unemploy- 
ment benefits, social security and interest on 
savings. An eligible household’s total income 
must be less than or equal to 60 percent of 
the estimated state median income for that 
household size. For example, in FY 2012 a 
single homeowner can make $31,218 or less 
in order to receive assistance. A household 
of two can make $40,824 or less. 

Once a household is approved for funds, 
the Valley Opportunity Council (VOC), 
which serves communities in Hampden 
County (with the exception of Springfield) 
notifies the heating vendor the homeowner 
patronizes of the amount awarded. That 
vendor then bills VOC directly for usage be- 
tween the allotted dates of Nov. 1 through 
April 30. Homeowners do not need to send in 
bills. First-time recipients may call the VOC 
at 413-552-1548 or visit www.valleyopp. 
com for information on how to apply. 

Once an account has been established, a 
homeowner need not apply in person every 
year. 

As the mercury continues to decline, the 
Agawam Senior Center has seen an increase 
in the number of people applying for assis- 
tance said Pam Votzakis, outreach advocate 
at the center. 

“Obviously, a lot of elderly are just liv- 
ing off of Social Security, and with the cut- 
backs of that and the increase in cost of other 
things, a lot of seniors are finding it difficult 
to make ends meet,” she said. “Any help out 
there is very welcomed and very important, 
especially in the winter months.” 

Because they are on fixed incomes, seniors 
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preservation at the Agawam Town Hall, and 
more. 

At its Monday, Jan. 9 meeting, the CPC 
voted 7-1 (with Richard Maggi casting the 
dissenting vote) to pass a $2 million fund- 
ing request for the Phase II construction of 
School Street Park on to the city council 
for final approval. The vote was subject to 
the CPC and city council approval of final 
plans. 

The application, submitted by parks and 
recreation Director Christopher Sparks, in- 
cludes a proposal for open space with cov- 
ered picnic shelters, a volleyball court, a 
playground, a spray park, restroom facili- 
ties, parking for over 200 cars, a band shell, 
a multi-use field, an educational wetland 
overlook, and maintenance facilities. 

“The entire community, children and 
adults, will be given new areas to picnic, 
play, and enjoy concerts and outdoor shows,” 
Sparks wrote in his project summary. 

The total budget for the project is $2.3 
million. The $2 million in CPA funding 
that Sparks requested is needed to secure a 
$500,000 Parkland Acquisitions and Reno- 
vations for Communities (PARC) grant 
which he applied for in July with the state 
Executive Office of Energy and Environ- 
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No. in household Total income 
(60 percent 


state median) 


$31,218 
$40,824 
$50,420 
$60,035 
$69,641 
$79,246 
$81,047 
$82,848 
$84,649 
$86,450 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
1 


often tend to be eligible for the assistance. 
However, because of recent government cuts 
to the program, the application process is 
more competitive this year than it was last 
year, Votzakis said. 

“Were seeing probably less than half the 
amount being awarded to people,” she said. 

Still, she encourages people to apply for 
the program. 

“It’s not hard to complete the application,” 
said Votzakis. “With my assistance we can 
get it all done and get it out and hopefully 
they can get some help for this heating sea- 
son.” 

A gallon of oil cost an average of $2.97 
last year, according to Community Action. 
This year, an average gallon costs $3.46. 
She emphasizes this program is not solely 
for seniors. She said families are welcome 
to apply as well and may do so by contact- 
ing the Valley Opportunity Council (www. 
valleyopp.com). 

Votzakis said she will meet with seniors 
to help them in the application process from 
now until the April 30 deadline. There is a 
handful of paperwork that must be brought 
to the first time appointment, including the 
applicant’s Social Security number, a pic- 
ture ID, proof of address, proof of income, 
any pension, current fuel, electric and phone 
bills, real estate tax bill, water-sewer bill, 


mental Affairs. The PARC grant is a reim- 
bursement grant that will only be given if the 
community appropriates 100 percent of the 
project cost, he said. 


School Street Barn 

Another project on the horizon is the res- 
toration of the School Street Barn, said Bon- 
figlio. 

The School Street Barn, a 130-year old, 
four-bent, three bay, New England style barn 
which occupies a prominent position at the 
entrance of School Street Park, is a reminder 
of Agawam’s rich agricultural history. 

The barn, constructed in the mid-1800s, 
is classified as a “high-drive” barn because 
the main floor is raised and must be reached 
by a high drive or ramp. It is called a New 
England style barn because the main doors 
are placed in the gable ends. Both of these 
characteristics were farming innovations; 
the high drives/ramps at both ends allowed 
wagons and tractors to drive straight through 
the barn. It is one of only two known double 
ramp barns still standing in western Massa- 
chusetts. 

The barn and the 50 acres of land on which 
it is located were formerly owned by Hamp- 
den County and were used as the Hampden 
County Prison Farm. Agawam purchased the 
farm in 2002 from the Commonwealth for 
$120,000. 


Let us be your partner in education. 


-. 


Schedules to fit your needs © Part Time Preschool SERVING AGES 3-5 


e Structured Educational Setting 
e Curriculum based on current DOE standards 
e Well established staff in Agawam for 11 years 


e Encouraging creativity,problem-solving Math 
and literacy skills,independence,and social skills 


e Family oriented 


FULL DAY PROGRAM - Rolling Enrollment at age 3 


= Preschool 


17 Begley St., Agawam 


Call today 786-0302 
for info & tour 


homeowner’s insurance, mortgage bill (1f 
applicable) and, if a renter, a current lease 
agreement and rental information form, the 
latter of which Votzakis will provide. 

All other household members must bring 
their Social Security numbers, dates of birth 
and all income from four weeks before the 
appointment. 

The process takes anywhere from six and 
eight weeks. The applicant is notified if he or 
she is eligible. 

Locally, Vicker’s Oil in West Springfield, 
which has customers in Agawam and Feed- 
ing Hills, works with the Valley Opportunity 
Council (VOC) and other agencies, to help 
those residents who do qualify for fuel as- 
sistance. 

“We do deal with it a lot,’ said Stepha- 
nie Christodlous, administrative assistant at 
Vicker’s Oil. “There has been a huge increase 
in the applications in the last two years.” 

She surmised the increase has to do with 
a recent awareness of fuel assistance funds 
available to help. 

“A lot of people weren’t aware of the fuel 
assistance agencies and the help it can give,” 
she said. “We talk to our customers. We try 
to give them avenues to go down for help. 
We don’t want to see anyone out in the cold 
either.” 

Given the expected $133 million increase, 
the Massachusetts Department of Hous- 
ing and Community Development (DHCD) 
has increased benefit levels. The maximum 
award for the most vulnerable has increased 
from $675 for heating oil or other deliver- 
able fuels to $1,025. Last year, awards were 
$1,090 for most vulnerable. 

Votzakis can be reached at the Agawam 
Senior Center at 413-821-0604. Valley 
Opportunity Council may be reached at 
413-552-1548. For more information about 
Fuel Assistance eligibility, visit www.mass- 
resources.org and click “Energy and Utility 
Assistance.” 


The building is currently nominated to be 
entered in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

In the spring of 2008, then-mayor Susan 
Dawson recognized the importance of the 
barn and appointed an advisory committee 
charged with investigating the future of the 
barn and possible sources of funding to reha- 
bilitate it for future use. Today, town officials 
hope to secure funding to restore the barn as 
a community events center while keeping its 
historical integrity intact, said Bonfiglio. 

The barn can be utilized by the public for 
youth activities, farmers’ markets, musical 
evenings, recreation, historical education, 
weddings, class reunions, family events, 
winter activities and more. 

For more information on the Community 
Preservation Act, project eligibility require- 
ments or more, visit the CPA website for 
Agawam at www.agawamcpa.com. 


Agawam Advertiser 
News is now 
on Facebook 


Find us on Face- 
book! Visit www. 
facebook.com/Aga- 
wamAdvertiserNews | 
and “Like” us to re- 
ceive updates on local | 
happenings, breaking 
news and photos. 
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Combating the 
cold: An overview 
of fuel assistance 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


There are several programs in Mas- 
sachusetts designed to help low income 
households pay for their heating fuel and 
other utilities. Government help is avail- 
able to pay for fuel, weatherization, and 
heating system repairs. In addition, low- 
income customers can get utility dis- 
counts, utility shutoff protection, and help 
from non-government programs. 

Massachusetts Assistance Programs 
(www.massresources.org) provides an 
overview of energy and fuel assistance 
programs available to those residents who 
qualify, including the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), 
Citizens Energy Heat Assistance pro- 
grams, the Good Neighbor Energy Fund 
and more. 


Massachusetts Fuel Assistance 

The Low Income Home Energy As- 
sistance Program (LIHEAP), commonly 
called fuel assistance, helps low-income 
households in Massachusetts pay their 
heating bills. LIHEAP eligibility is based 
on gross household income. Both hom- 
eowners and renters in Massachusetts 
may apply for this energy assistance pro- 
gram. Most fuel assistance households 
also qualify for weatherization, utility 
discounts, and emergency furnace repairs 
for homeowners. 

For information, call 1-800-632-8175 
or the Valley Opportunity Council located 
in Holyoke, the local community action 
agency at (413) 552-1548. 


Citizens Energy Heat Assistance 

Citizens Energy heat assistance pro- 
grams give financial help to low-income 
Massachusetts residents who cannot af- 
ford to pay their heating bills. Citizens 
Energy has a program for people who 
use heating oil, and a program for people 
who heat with natural gas. The Oil Heat 
Program gives a voucher for free heating 
oil to low-income families and elderly 
residents of Massachusetts. The Citizens 
Energy Distrigas program gives a gas bill 
credit to eligible Massachusetts house- 
holds who heat with natural gas. 

For more information, call (617) 338- 
6300. For the oil heat program, call 1- 
877-JOE-4-OIL. For Distrigas applica- 
tion, call 1-866-GAS-9918. The Citizens 
Energy Oil Heat Program is now taking 
applications for the 2011-2012 heating 
season at 1-877-563-4645. 


Good Neighbor Energy Fund 

The Good Neighbor Energy Fund helps 
Massachusetts residents pay for winter 
heating fuel and other energy bills. The 
fund is for people who are facing a short- 
term financial crisis and do not qualify 
for other fuel assistance programs. It is 
a joint effort between the gas and elec- 
tric utility companies and the Salvation 
Army. Money for the fund comes from 
the utility companies, donations from 
utility customers and businesses, and 
other charitable donors. For more infor- 
mation, call 1-800-262-1320. 


For information on these and other 
programs available to Massachusetts resi- 
dents, visit www.massresources.org/mas- 
sachusetts_energy_assistance_d.html. 


185 North Main Street 
Suffield, Connecticut 06078 
www.suffieldacademy.org 
860.386.4440 


SUFFIELD ACADEMY IS GROUNDED IN 
RICH TRADITION, WITH A STRONG SENSE 
OF COMMUNITY, AND AN EYE TOWARD 
INNOVATION. COME DISCOVER ENDLESS 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CREATE YOUR 
SUFFIELD EXPERIENCE. 


Suffield Academy does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed, national or ethnic origin, citizenship, 
$ physical attributes, disability, age, or sexual orientation. We administer our admissions, financial aid, educational, athletic, 
extracurricular, and other policies so that each student is equally accorded all the rights, privileges, programs, and facilities 


made available by the school. 
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St. Pat’s Comm. 
to meet Jan. 18 


The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee 
will meet Wednesday, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. 
in the Father Joyce Room at St. John 
the Evangelist Social Center. Commit- 
tee reports with special attention to the 
Colleen Coronation and the float build- 
ing progress will be presented. Com- 
mittee President Jude O’Hare extends 
an invitation to anyone who would like 
to become a member and be part of the 
excitement building to the big parade in 
Holyoke on March 18. 


Catching up on 
50 years 


Members of the Westfield State University 
Class of 1962 are planning mini, informal 
get-togethers throughout 2012. The January 
setting will be at the Northampton Clarion 
Hotel, located at Exit 18, Route 91. Taking 
advantage of a “Jazz Sunday” with the Ed 
Mari Jazz Ensemble, the classmates will 
meet in the Loft Lounge at the Clarion from 
4-7 p.m. on Jan. 22. 

The February site and date will be decided 
by the group at the January gathering. The 
organizers are looking forward to saying 
hello to friends from college days at West- 
field State. 


Security set at high school with camera installation 


Winter programs offered 
for children at library 


The Agawam Public Library has announced 
the following schedule of winter programs of- 
fered for children. 

All programs are free but registration is re- 
quired and may be done by going to www.aga- 
wamlibrary.org from home or on the library’s 
public access computers. If you have questions 
or need help registering, visit the library or call 
Youth Services at 789-1550 ext 4. 

Mother Goose on the Loose Lapsit for Ba- 
bies (no siblings please): Monday - 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m., for ages birth - 12 months, Jan. 23, 
30 and Feb. 6, 13. 

Mother Goose on the Loose for Tiny Tots: 
Monday - 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., for ages 13 
through 24 months, Jan. 23, 30 and Feb. 6, 13. 

Mother Goose on the Loose for Terrific 
Twos: Thursday 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., for ages 
25 to 36 months, Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16. 

Mother Goose on the Loose is an early-lit- 


eracy program for children from birth to age 
three with their parents or caregivers. This 
program incorporates books, rhymes, finger 
plays, flannel board stories, music, movement, 
and child-parent interaction into a dynamic 
program. 

Drop-In PJ Storytime (wear your PJs if you 
like!): Tuesday, 6 p.m., for children ages 3 and 
older, Jan. 17, 24, 31 and Feb. 7, 14. This pro- 
gram does not require registration. A 30-min- 
ute evening story time consisting of stories, 
rhymes, music and a simple craft. 

Preschool Storytime: Wednesday 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., for children ages 3 and older, Jan. 
18, 25 and Feb. 1, 8, 15; Thursday, 10:45 
tol1:45 a.m., for children ages 3 and older, 
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16. A 30-minute pro- 
gram consisting of stories, rhymes, music and 
a simple craft followed by 30 minutes of play 
time. 


Internet class offered at senior center 


Do you have questions about the Internet? 
Beginning Friday, Jan. 20, the Agawam Se- 
nior Center will offer an Internet course by 
computer instructor Denis Bessette titled, 
“Not Quite Everything There is to Know 
About the Internet.” 

Have your questions answered in a lightly 
structured course where participants deter- 
mine the classroom direction based on their 
questions. Learn how to search for informa- 
tion, send and receive email attachments, 
share pictures with family and friends, sell 


your stuff, make and manage Internet favor- 
ites and much more. 

This course consists of five two-hour ses- 
sions, meeting one day each week for a to- 
tal of 10 hours of instruction. Participants 
should possess basic knowledge and skills 
of Windows-based computers before reg- 
istering. The cost is $35 per person, which 
includes printed materials. 

Space is limited. Sign-ups accepted at the 
senior center or by calling Kristina at 821- 
0605. 


Teen programs at the 
Agawam Library 


Teens in grades 7 through 12 are invited 
to an evening of board games, chocolate 
fondue, and crafts at the Agawam Public Li- 
brary, Thursday, Jan. 19 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Some of the crafts available will be duct tape 
creations, Origami objects, and book vases or 
sculptures. 

The Agawam Library Teen Book Club is 
planning a “Teen Book Swap” on Thursday, 
Jan. 26, from 7-8 p.m. Teens may bring pa- 
perback or hardcover books appropriate for 
teen reading to exchange or swap for similar 
books. Light refreshments will be served. 

To register for these programs, visit www. 
agawamlibrary.org, stop by the library or 
phone (413) 789-1550 ext.4. 


Girl Scouts to 
host cookie sale 


Girl Scout Troop 11435 is having a 
drive-up cookie booth sale on Saturday, 
Jan. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Smart 
Start Preschool, 17 Begley St., Agawam 
(corner of Maple Street and Begley 
Street; next to Family Bike). The public 
is welcome. 


Lioness Club to 


By Caitlin McCarthy 
Special to the Advertiser 


he administrators of the Agawam school district have al- 

ways done their best to bring safety into the lives of stu- 
dents during their four years of education at Agawam High 
School. To the students’ benefit however, this task has re- 
cently become much simpler than it once was. The assurance 
of safety within and surrounding the school has multiplied 
by an immense amount: 40 eyes worth, to be exact. 

Utilizing the money raised by charging students for park- 
ing passes, this month the high school was able to purchase 
40 new, live-feed video cameras, which are now placed on 
both the interior and exterior of the building. These camer- 
as are found in every hallway, “a good part of the parking 
lot, doors, the cafeteria, and gym. It just makes everything 
easier,’ says Principal Steve Lemanski. “Many schools have 
them, we always felt it was needed.” 

Lemanski hopes the new technology will help crack down 
on students skipping classes, leaving school grounds, and 
other tom-foolery that takes place within the school’s halls. 
Not only will these cameras be monitored in the main of- 


Health Food Store 


307 E Main St Rte 20, 
Westfield, MA 01085 


(next to Bickford’s Restaurant) 


413 368-8333 
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M & J GONCALVES INC. 


413.455.1239 


e Vitamins ° Herbs 
e Supplements 


Gluten-Free Foods 
www.choice-health.com 


M & J Goncalves Inc. 
CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES 


Agawam MA 


e Interior/Exterior 
Painting 

¢ Interior/Exterior 
Renovations 

e Bobcat Services 


413-455-1239 
www.mjgoncalvesinc.com 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 


¢ Retaining Wall 
Systems 


e Masonry 
e Brick Patios 


fice, but a select few are constructed with motion sensors 
that immediately alert the police department when triggered. 
Lemanski also touched on how this serves as a great lesson 
for the students. He said he hopes the cameras institute the 
idea that someone is always watching at all times, and that 
“even when you feel like you’re being sneaky, you can be 
caught. Just be careful out there,” he warns. 

“We’re really just getting started,’ he said, add- 
ing along with the new camera system, new doors 
have been installed in the main entrance of the school. 
Ironically enough, the senior high school is not the only 
building benefiting from the change in security. Due to the 
large amount of money spent equipping the high school, the 
company from which the equipment was bought granted the 
Agawam Junior High School with its very own set of cam- 
eras to be installed as well. 

The cameras are one way the Agawam Public School de- 
partment is keeping up with technology. 

“Who knows what the future holds in store for us,’ Le- 
manski said. 

Caitlin McCarthy is a student at Agawam High School 
and a special contributor to Agawam Advertiser News. 
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host casino trip 


The Agawam Lioness Club is sponsoring a trip to 
Mohegan Sun, Sunday, March 11. The will leave the 
Agawam High School parking lot at 1 p.m. and will 
return by 8:30 p.m. The cost of the trip is $25 per 
person, which includes bus driver’s tip. Mohegan Sun 
will give back a $30 package, including a $15 food 
voucher and three $5 free bets. 

The proceeds from this trip will be used for Mass 
Lions Eye Research. Early reservations are encour- 
aged, as the last trip sold out. For reservations, call 
Pat at 786-1782 or Rose at 786-5134. 


Watch 
Battery Sale 


$1.00 Off Each Battery with coupon 


Good for up to 5 watches 


Batteries reg. $5.75, in stock only & no lithium batt. 
(1 coupon per customer - good until 1/28/12) 


Letalion S feuclers- 


Since 1955 


DIAMOND ° 14K JEWELRY 
JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR 
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 
In Business Since 1955 (Located Next to EB’s Restaurant) 


a 384 Walnut Street Extension, Agawam » (413) 786-3664 


Mobile Pet Grooming 


FULL SERVICE GROOMING ALL BREEDS, CATS TOO! 


SPECIAL SERVICES! 


* 15-Step Spa Treatment 

* Pawdicures 

* Teeth Brushing 

& Flea & Tick Control 

% Special Therapeutic Shampoos 

new! Aloe Re-moisturizing 
Treatment for Skin and Coat 


&« FURminator 
Reduces shedding by 60-80% 
when done every four to six weeks 


FREE Teeth Brushing 
j $10.00 Value 


With paid 15-Step Grooming Process. 
Applies To First Time Appointment Only. 
a 


1-800-PET-MOBILE! 


www.aussiepetmobile.com 


(1-800-738-6624) j 
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- Senior Center’s weekly — 


| Jr. Day. Senior Center closed. 


Tuesday, Jan. 17: 8:30 a.m., S.H.LN.E. 
(by appt.); 9 a.m., Exercise, Knitting, Sew- 
| ing; 10 a.m., Computer Club, P.A.C.E.; 
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11:30 a.m., Music with Tony Rarus; 12:30 


p.m., Ladies Billiards, Movie (“Breakfast 


at Tiffany’s ”), Mah Jongg; 2:30 p.m., 
Chorus; 4 p.m., ADA Meeting; 4:15 p.m., 
Yoga; 6 p.m., Beginners Line Dancing; 
6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing Class. 
Wednesday, Jan. 18: 8:15 a.m., Weight 
Training, Yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 
12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1:30 p.m., Chapter 


calendar of events 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 


2 Meeting; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna; 
6 p.m., Evening Line Dance, Guys and 
Dolls Billiard Club. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: 9 a.m., Exercise; 
9:30 a.m., Quilting; 10 a.m., Line Danc- 
ing II; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1 p.m., Pitch; 
1:30 p.m., Open Art Class; 2 p.m., Mel- 
ody Band; 6 p.m., Genealogy Computer 
Class; 6:30 p.m., Pitch. 

Friday, Jan. 20: 8:30 a.m., Tap Class; 
9:15 a.m., Oil Painting; 9:30 a.m., Hand 
and Foot Card Game; 10 a.m., Tai Chi; 
11:15 a.m., Yoga; Noon, Canasta; 1 p.m., 
Cribbage; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna. 


Agawam Senior Center lunch menu 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. Senior Center closed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Hamburg and gravy, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, pudding. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Hot open face 
roast pork sandwich, applesauce, corn, 


mandarin orange. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: Chicken gratin, rice 
pilaf, broccoli, peaches. 

Friday, Jan. 20: Fish sticks, Tater Tots, 
coleslaw, baked good. 


Senior Center announces upcoming trip 


The Agawam Senior Center will spon- 
sor a five-day, four-night trip to the White 
Mountains and Quebec City, May 6-10. 
Accommodations will include two nights 
at Le Chateau Frontenac and two nights 
at the White Mountain Hotel and Re- 


sorts. 

Eight meals will be provided, includ- 
ing four breakfasts and four dinners, 
guided sightseeing tour of Quebec City 
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and an evening of entertainment. 

Cost for the trip is $789 per person, 
twin; $709 per person, triple; and $1,059 
per person, single. A $50 deposit is due 
by Feb. 1 and a final payment must be 
made by March 1. Checks may be made 
payable to Emile Coté. 

For more information, contact Coté at 
335-9440. 
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Notes from the Music Room 


By Darcy Davis 


A very interesting article appeared in a 
local paper recently about Agawam High 
School’s football team. In 1952, they went 


to the “Peanut Bowl,’ represent- 
ing Massachusetts against one of 
the best teams in Georgia and won 


vited to compete for a $1,200 prize in a 
parade and field contest. I went to James 
Clark, Agawam’s superintendent of schools 
at that time, to see if we could be considered 
to represent the state. After considering the 
possible costs and wondering if we 
could raise the money, he said, “If 
the football team can go to Georgia, 


that game. A picture of the team on 
a float at Agawam’s Sesquicenten- 
nial Parade of 2005 was used with 
the article. 

Another pretty good thing would 
happen in Agawam in 1962, when 
the Agawam High School Band 
was selected to represent the state 
in anational marching band contest. 
Warner Brothers Movie Company would be 
holding the world premier of the movie, 
“The Music Man” in Mason City, Iowa, the 
hometown of composer Meredith Wilson. 

One band from every state would be in- 


why can’t the band go to Iowa?” 


office. You have a telegram.” 
Upon reading 


complete the story of that eventful year. 


Cruise presentation to be held at senior center 


Landmark Tours & Cruises will host a 
Canada cruise presentation Friday, Jan. 27 at 
12:30 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center to 
promote the Friends fall cruise/tour sched- 
uled for Sept. 21 through Oct. 3. The cruise/ 
tour will feature a 10-night cruise aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s “Brilliance of the Seas” 


from New York to Quebec, plus a two-night 


stay in Quebec City. 


Prices start at $1,909 and include all trans- 
portation, taxes and trip insurance. For more 
information, call Nellie Mathias at (413) 
786-9093 or Penny Hardick at (413) 896- 


0825. 


Agawam High School 
Counseling bulletin 


College Acceptances: 

Lauren Habib: Newbury College 

Kristina Kopyscinski: Elms College 

Caley Mccaslin: Endicott College 

Danielle Marcoullier: MA College of 
Liberal Arts; Elmira College 

Katie Stempel: Babson College; 
UMASS Amherst 

Jon Reidy: Castleton State College 

Patrick Shea: Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity 

Alyssa Febo: Elms College 

Samantha Butt: Franklin Pierce Uni- 
versity 

Christiana Antico: 
Boston 

Ben Belanger: University of Hartford 

Ashley Brown: Endicott College; 
Western New England University 

Caroline Daubitz: Central CT State 
Univ.; Western Connecticut State Univ.; 
UMASS Dartmouth 

Kara Franqueza: Endicott College 

Christopher Goralczyk: MA College 
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

Samantha Howe: Fitchburg State Uni- 
versity; Lasell College; Western New 
England University 

Erica LaCroix: MA College of Phar- 
macy and Health Sciences 

Sara Mirolli: Curry College 

Jack Murphy: Assumption College 

Nicole Parent: Elms College; MA Col- 
lege of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

Stephanie Zello: Bridgewater State 
University 

Elizabeth Breault: MA College of 
Pharmacy & Health Sciences 

Alicia Busco: University of New Ha- 
ven 

Amanda Burton: UMASS Boston 

Nick Ceccarini: Holyoke Community 
College 

Courtney Crean: Art Institute of Phoe- 
nix 

Elizabeth Deane: Bay Path College 

William Howe: Western New England 
University 

Danielle Kodess: UMASS Dartmouth 

Robert Micks: Culinary Institute of 
America 

Coty Shean: UMASS Boston 

Stefen Welch: University of Hartford 

FAFSA Day Massachusetts (Col- 
lege Goal SundaySM Program): is a 
non-profit, volunteer driven program in 


Art Institute of 


its 8th year providing free assistance to 
students and families seeking to com- 
plete the FAFSA — the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid. It will be held 
Sunday, Jan. 29 at 2 p.m. at Holyoke 
Community College and American In- 
ternational College at the Karen Sprague 
Cultural Arts Center. Students and par- 
ents should each bring the following: 
FAFSA Pin (www.pin.ed.gov), Social 
Security number, driver’s license num- 
ber, most recent federal tax return, most 
recent W-2 or year-end pay stub, untaxed 
income records, bank statement(s), busi- 
ness and investment records and Alien 
Registration Card (if not a U.S. Citizen). 
For more information, visit www.fafsa- 
day.org. 

FREE Practice SAT Test: Princeton 
Review will be offering a free full-length 
practice SAT test Saturday, Jan. 14 from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the high school 
cafeteria. Test accommodations are not 
provided since this is a free practice test. 
Students must sign up through Princeton- 
Review.com for more information and to 
attend. Bring several sharpened #2 pen- 
cils, hand-held pencil sharpener, erasers 
and an approved calculator. These items 
will not be provided to students. Students 
who take the free SAT test on Saturday, 
Jan. 14 are invited to attend a presenta- 
tion from Princeton Review on Monday, 
Jan 30 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. with their 
parents to receive their test results and 
learn need-to-know strategies designed 
to improve their test-taking approach and 
tips on how to maximize their score. 

SAT Prep Course: Princeton Review 
will be holding an SAT Prep course at 
AHS. The course is expected to run from 
Feb. 1-April 11. This course will prepare 
students for the May 5, 2012 SAT test. 
Princeton Review will mail out infor- 
mational postcards to families of sopho- 
mores and juniors in Dec. or Jan. with 
information on how to register. 

Scholarships: See your counselor or 
visit the websites below for more infor- 
mation or an application. 

Princeton Prize in Race Relations: Ap- 
ply online at www.princeton.edu/pprize. 
Award: Up to $1,000. Due: Jan. 31. 

AXA Achievement Community 
Scholarship Program: Deadline: Feb. 1. 


Please see BULLETIN, page 9 


We went through the process of 
submitting materials to the national 
selection committee and in Decem- 
ber, I was in a band rehearsal when 
we heard, “Mr. Davis, come to the 


the following, 

“Your band has been selected to 
represent Massachusetts. Can you come?” a 
fundraising event of great magnitude began. 
We would like to take a few more weeks to 
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Public Safety 


—POLICE LOoG———— 


The Agawam Police Department respond- 
ed to 328 calls from Jan. 3 to Jan. 9. The 
department made ll arrests. Those arrested 
will appear at a future date in Westfield Dis- 
trict Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty. 


Tuesday, Jan. 3 
Denise J. Sekula, 23, of 2 Beekman Drive, 
Agawam, was arrested on a charge of oper- 
ating motor vehicle with license revoked as 
habitual traffic offender. 


Wednesday, Jan. 4 
Zachary Richard Bruneau, 23, of 549 Rus- 
sel Road, Apt. 16C, Westfield, was arrested 
on an arrest warrant. 
A 15-year-old juvenile was arrested on an 
arrest warrant. 


Thursday, Jan. 5 

Gary Delorge, 38, of 124 Spinkenard Cir- 
cle, Springfield, was arrested on a charge of 
conspiracy to violate drug law. 

Richard Alvarado, 31, of 106 Silver St., 
Agawam, was arrested on charges of dis- 
tributing Class D drug; conspiracy to violate 
drug law; and drug violation near school/ 
park. 


Friday, Jan. 6 
Scott M. Shiveley, 34, of 33 Berkshire 
Ave., Southwick, was arrested on an arrest 
warrant and charges of operating motor ve- 
hicle with license revoked as habitual traf- 
fic offender, and possession of Class A drug 
(two counts). 


Sunday, Jan. 8 
Jeanne Shopey, 54, of 69 Kensington St., 
Feeding Hills, was arrested on a charge of 
disorderly conduct. 
Joseph Levesque, 24, of 267 Regency Park 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested on a charge of 
domestic assault and battery. 


Monday, Jan. 9 

Carrie Carr, 29, of 31 Avondale St., West 
Springfield, was arrested on a charge of ut- 
tering a false prescription. 

Allan Williams, 55, of 117 Tyler St., 
Springfield, was arrested on charges of 
armed robbery; possession of open container 
of alcohol in motor vehicle; conspiracy; car- 
rying a dangerous weapon; and possession 
of Class B drug. 

Derrick Harris, 51, of 29 Carlton St., 
Springfield, was arrested on charges of 
armed robbery; possession of Class B drug; 
and conspiracy. 


Westfield Bank to award 
10 scholarships 


WESTFIELD — Westfield Bank is of- 
fering $1,000 scholarships to high school 
seniors pursuing a higher education after 
graduation. Each year, the bank helps lo- 
cal students reach their educational goals 
through the Future Fund Scholarship Pro- 
gram. Students who live in or attend school 
in one of the following communities are 
eligible to apply for a 2012 scholarship. 
Westfield Bank communities include West- 
field, Agawam, Feeding Hills, Holyoke, 
Southwick, Springfield, East Longmead- 
ow, West Springfield, Granville, Hunting- 
ton, Russell and Chester. Scholarship ap- 
plications are now available and can be 
downloaded on the bank’s website, west- 
fieldbank.com or sent directly to a high 
school at the guidance counselor’s request. 
Westfield Bank will select the 10 students 


Follow us on 


who best articulate the reasons why they 
deserve to win a Future Fund scholar- 
ship. The application asks students to draft 
the announcement they would want writ- 
ten about them, should they be selected 
for a scholarship. Selection is not based 
solely on academic record or demonstrat- 
ed need, but rather on the student’s abil- 
ity to make their case for being chosen. 
Applications are due March 30 by 5 p.m. 
and scholarship recipients will be noti- 
fied in May. Westfield Bank will send the 
scholarship funds directly to the educa- 
tional institution specified by each recipient. 
For questions about the Future Fund Schol- 
arship application, contact Cathy Jocelyn, at 
(413) 572.4224 email cjocelyn @ westfield- 
bank.com. The application is available for 
download www.westfieldbank.com. 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 


SUNSHINE DENTAL CARE 


General Dentistry for Kids & Families 


Winnie Cheung D.M.D. 


Southwick’s Family Dentist 


515 College Highway (Rte. 202), Southwick, MA 
For appointment, please call 
(413) 569-1118 © www.sunshinedentalcare.com 
Our Mission “To promote dental health for the 
community and to make children realize that dental 
visits are not fearful, but enjoyable instead.” 


—— FIRE LoG———— 


The Agawam Fire Department respond- 
ed to 69 EMS calls for the week of Jan. 3 
to Jan. 9. 


On Jan. 3 at 11:05 a.m., the department 
responded to North Westfield Street for a 
vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Jan. 3 at 1:50 p.m., the department 
responded to Leonard Street to assist in- 
valid. 

On Jan. 3 at 7:31 p.m., the department 
responded to Franklin Street to assist in- 
valid. 

On Jan. 4 at 7:52 p.m., the department 
responded to Robin Ridge Drive for car- 
bon monoxide incident. 

On Jan. 5 at 12:07 p.m., the department 
responded to Silver Street for unintentional 
transmission of alarm. 

On Jan. 5 at 3:12 p.m., the department 
responded to Edgewater Road for arcing, 
shorted electrical equipment. 

On Jan. 5 at 6:26 p.m., the department 
responded to Blacksmith Road for outside 
rubbish, trash or waste fire. 

On Jan. 6 at 11:49 a.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for Dumpster or 
other outside trash receptacle fire. 

On Jan. 6 at 2:21 p.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for unintentional 


BULLETIN, from page 8 


Apply online at http://www.axa-scholarship. 
com/. Amount: $10,000-$25,000. 

Henry David Thoreau Scholarship: Essay 
required. Deadline: Feb. 1. Amount: Up to 
$20,000. Apply online at http://www.thore- 
auscholar.org/student/index.html. 

Big Y Scholarship: Apply online at http:// 
www.bigy.com/education/y_scholarships. 
php. Due: Feb. 1. 

MA Elks Scholarship (Major Project): 
Applications available in the counseling of- 
fice. Due: Feb. 1. 

Hood Sportsmanship Scholarship: Award: 
$5,000. Apply online at http://www.hood. 
com/promo/scholarship/Default.aspx. Due: 
Feb. 1. 

KFC Colonel’s Scholars: Apply online at 
www.kfcscholars.org. Due. Feb. 8. 

Military Order of the Purple Heart: Appli- 
cations are available in the counseling office. 
Due: Feb. 14. 

Yawkey Foundation Scholarship: Award: 
$7,000-$15,000. Apply online at www.tpi. 
org/resources/yawkey_scholars_program. 
aspx. Due: Feb. 15. 

Best Buy Scholarship: Apply online at 
www.bestbuy-communityrelations.com. 
Due: Feb. 15. 


transmission of alarm. 

On Jan. 6 at 4:23 p.m., the department 
responded to the intersection of River 
Road and Leonard Street for vehicle acci- 
dent with injuries. 

On Jan. 7 at 1:31 p.m., the department 
responded to the intersection of Fernwood 
and Centerwood drives for vehicle acci- 
dent with injuries. 

On Jan. 7 at 5:35 p.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for smoke detec- 
tor activation due to malfunction. 

On Jan. 7 at 10:34 p.m., the department 
responded to Springfield Street for public 
service assistance. 

On Jan. 8 at 12:59 p.m., the department 
responded to Lancaster Drive for a lock- 
out. 

On Jan. 8 at 9:55 p.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for alarm system 
sounding due to malfunction. 

On Jan. 9 at 4:54 p.m., the department 
responded to Meadowbrook Manor for a 
lockout. 

On Jan. 9 at 9:04 p.m., the department 
responded to Begley Street for oil or other 
combustible liquid spill. 

On Jan. 9 at 9:13 p.m., the department 
responded to Springfield Street for outside 
rubbish fire. 


Move 
Over Law 


In Massachusetts the Move Over Law, 
with took effect March 22, 2009, aims 
to make police, firefighters, paramedics, 
tow truck drivers, and all roadside emer- 
gency and maintenance professionals 
safer. 

When an emergency or maintenance 
vehicle is stopped on the side of the road 
with lights flashing, move over to the 
next lane or slow down if changing lanes 
is not possible. Failure to do so could re- 
sult in a fine of up to $100. 

Every year, first responders across the 
country are injured or killed on the job 
while providing emergency help and, 
last summer six Massachusetts state 
troopers were injured in as many weeks. 
One trooper died from his injuries. 

All citizens are asked to make a per- 
sonal pledge to always move over to 
make Massachusetts roadways safer for 
everyone. 


are you looking to shorten your work week? 


Do you wish you had the time to just take care of your patients? 
Do you prefer outpatient medicine only? Wing Memorial Hospital and Medical Centers 
in Palmer, MA has an exciting FT opportunity for a BC / BE Internist. 
Can be a DO or FP as long as he/she is willing to do Adult Medicine only. 
No inpatient responsibilities. Call is 1 in 8—9 weeks. 
However, should you prefer a Traditional Internal Medicine Practice that is also available. 
Base salary plus productivity incentive and benefits and Malpractice included! 
This position is not a VISA opportunity. 


For more information, please contact: 
Maria Darasz, Vice President of Ambulatory Care, Wing Memorial Hospital. 
Tel: 413-284-5228 Email: Maria.Darasz@umassmemorial.org 


us 


Wing Memorial 


Hospital and Medical Centers 
A Member of UMass Memorial Health Care 


Page 10 


USINESS 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS January 12, 2012 


Burke joins Park 
Square Realty 


-a aN 


V&F Auto gives back to community 
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Throughout the month of 
December, V&F Auto, Inc. of 
Agawam continued their efforts 
in giving back. Frank Palange, WESTFIELD 
owner of V&F, along with his | - Ted Cassell, 
employees, worked hard to bring | President of Park 


a T. 


the true holiday spirit to those in Square Realty, 
need. This year, V&F was an of- announced re- 
ficial Toys for Tots drop-off loca- cently that Tracey 


Burke has joined 
Park Square Re- 


tion. 
The mission of the U. S. Ma- 


rine Corps Reserve Toys for | alty’s Westfield 
Tots Program is to collect new, office as a sales 
associate. Burke 


unwrapped toys during October, 
November and December each 
year, and distribute those toys as 
Christmas gifts to needy children 
in the community in which the 
campaign is conducted. 


has extensive ex- 
perience in new 
construction as 
well as renova- 
tion of existing 


Tracey Burke 


program. 


Notices 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 
Frank Planage, left, owner of V&F Auto, turns in the toys collected this 
holiday season at his business to a representative from the Toys for Tots 


V&F had great success in col- 
lecting toys and plans to team 
up with the Toys for Tots pro- 
gram again next year. Those at 
V&F thank all their customers 
and community members for 
helping them reach their goal 
and give back to those in need. 


properties. 


Born and raised in Westfield, Burke is a gradu- 
ate of Westfield High School and resides in West- 
field with her husband and two sons. She will be 
specializing in residential listings and sales and 
she can be reached at 568-9226 or 485-7392. 

Park Square Realty is a locally owned residen- 
tial real estate company with offices in Westfield 
and Feeding Hills. 


Lega 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
December 19, 2011 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga- 
wam Public Library Con- 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, January 23, 2012 
at 7:30 PM for all parties 
interested in the appeal of the 
City of Springfield, Depart- 
ment of Public Works, which 
is seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 
180-55, Paragraph B (12) 
of the Town of Agawam’s 
Zoning Ordinances to allow 
for the instillation of a met- 
als recycling facility at the 
premises identified as M 
Street Extension. 

Doreen Prouty Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 
1/5,1/12/12 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
January 3, 2012 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga- 
wam Public Library Con- 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, January 23, 2012 
at 8PM for all parties inter- 
ested in the appeal of the 
Kapetanios Realty, LLC, 
which is seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with 
Section 180-55, Paragraph 
B (31) of the Town of Aga- 
wam’s Zoning Ordinances to 
allow for the operation of a 
distillery for alcoholic bever- 


ages at the premises identi- 
fied as 916 Suffield Street. 
Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 
Agawam Board of Appeals 
1/5,1/12/12 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
January 3, 2012 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
public hearing at the Agawam 
Public Library Conference 
Room, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
January 23, 2012 at 8PM 
for all parties interested in 
the appeal of the Kapetanios 
Realty, LLC, which is seek- 
ing a Special Permit in 
accordance with Section 
180-7, Paragraph B(2) of the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances to allow for the 
construction of an addition to 
a pre-existing non-conform- 
ing structure with less than 
the required side yard at the 
premises identified as 916 
Suffield Street. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 

1/5,1/12/12 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
December 12, 2011 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga- 
wam Public Library Con- 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, January 23, 
2012 at 7PM for all par- 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspa- 
per and can answer all of your questions regarding these 
notices. Please indicate the newspapers and publication 
date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, procedures or 
cost, please call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www. 
turley.com for more information. 


ties interested in the appeal 
of William Pierson, who is 
seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 
180-7, Paragraphs A & B of 
the Town of Agawam Zoning 
Ordinances to allow for the 
construction of an addition 
to a residential structure with 
less than the required front 
setback and side yard at the 
premises identified as 660 
Main Street. 
Doreen Prouty Chairperson 
Agawam Board of Appeals 
1/5,1/12/12 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
December 12, 2011 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga- 
wam Public Library Con- 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, January 23, 2012 
at 6:30PM for all parties 
interested in the appeal of 
Mark & Margaret Serra, who 
are seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 
180-72, Paragraph F of the 
Town of Agawam Zoning 
Ordinances to allow for the 
construction of an addition to 
a residential structure found 
to lie within the flood plain 
at the premises identified as 
94 Glendale Road. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 

1/5,1/12/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


able for any error in 


an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD12P0029EA 
In the Estate of: 
Joseph R Chapdelaine 
Late of: Agawam, 

MA 01001 
Date of Death: 12/05/2011 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
a petition has been present- 
ed requesting that a docu- 
ment purporting to be the 
last will of said decedent be 
proved and allowed, and that 
Daniel J Chapdelaine of 
Springfield, MA be appoint- 
ed executor/trix, named in 
the will to serve Without 
Surety. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance in said court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten 0’ clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 02/02/2012 

In addition, you must file 
a written affidavit of objec- 
tions to the petition, stating 
specific facts and grounds 
upon which the objection 
is based, within thirty (30) 
days after the return day (or 
such other time as the court, 
on motion with notice to 
the petitioner, may allow) 
in accordance with Probate 
Rule 16. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M. 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: January 5, 2012 
Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 
Register of Probate 
1/12/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD12P0024GD 
In the Interests of 
Brian S Mesick 
Of Agawam, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 01/05/2012 
by Leomary Salvas of 
Agawam, MA will be held 
01/30/2012 02:00 p.m. 


Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing Located Hampden 
Probate & Family Court 
50 State Street Springfield 
MA 01103 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing. 

3. Counsel for the Min- 
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Min- 
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests. 
Date: January 5, 2012 

Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 

Register of Probate 
1/12/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD12P0028GD 
In the Interests of 
Paul L Ober Jr. 
Of Feeding Hills, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 01/05/2012 
by Laurie Gray of Feeding 
Hills, MA will be held 
01/31/2012 02:00 p.m. 
Guardianship of Minor Hear- 
ing Located 50 State Street, 
Springfield, MA 01103 
2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 
File the original with the 
Court; and 
Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 


hearing. 

3. Counsel for the Min- 
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests. 
Date: January 5, 2012 

Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 

Register of Probate 
1/12/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD12P0013EA 
In the Estate of: 
Lillian P Rudowski a/k/a 
Lillian J. Rudowski 
Late of: Agawam, 
MA 01001 
Date of Death: 12/13/2011 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
a petition has been present- 
ed requesting that a docu- 
ment purporting to be the 
last will of said decedent be 
proved and allowed, and that 
Jane E Quimby a/k/a Jane 
E. Nadeau of East Long- 
meadow, MA be appointed 
executor/trix, named in the 
will to serve Without Surety. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance in said court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten o’clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 01/24/2012 

In addition, you must file 
a written affidavit of objec- 
tions to the petition, stating 
specific facts and grounds 
upon which the objection 
is based, within thirty (30) 
days after the return day (or 
such other time as the court, 
on motion with notice to 
the petitioner, may allow) 
in accordance with Probate 
Rule 16. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M. 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: January 3, 2012 

Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 

Register of Probate 
1/12/12 
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VALEDA E. DEVECCHI 


Valeda E. (Beaudreau) DeVecchi, 91, 
of Feeding Hills, died peacefully at home 
Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012. She was born in 
Springfield, the daughter of the late Adelard 
and Flora Beaudreau, and lived in Feeding 
Hills since 1957. She was a communicant of 
Sacred Heart Church and was an avid gar- 
dener, crafter, homemaker and cook. She 
was predeceased by her husband, James, in 
2002. She leaves two beloved sons, John of 
Agawam and James and his wife Deborah 
of Portsmouth, R.I.; a brother-in-law, John 
Hegarty of Stafford Springs, Conn.; two 
cherished grandchildren, J. Matthew De Vec- 
chi and his wife Anne Eliza of Santa Mon- 
ica, Calif. and Stephen Burton DeVecchi of 
Somerville; and a cherished great-grandson, 
James Andrew DeVecchi. She was also pre- 
deceased by four sisters and a brother. The 
funeral was from Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Home followed by Mass in Sacred 
Heart Church and burial in the Springfield 
Street Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Friends of Agawam Senior 
Center (for a new bus), 954 Main St., Aga- 
wam, MA 01001. 


ROGER B. GIACOMETTI 


Roger B. Giacometti, 78, a resident of 
Agawam since 1972, peacefully passed 
away Sunday, Dec. 25, 2011. Born in New 
Rochelle, N.Y. to the late Gino and Eleanor 
(Bonetti) Giacom- 
etti, Roger was edu- 
cated in Springfield 
schools and was a 
graduate of Clas- 
sical High School. 
After high school, 
Roger served in the 
U.S. Army during 
the Korean Conflict, 
and then attended American International 
College (AIC) and received his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration in 1960. 
Roger was a CPA, had worked for Arthur 
Young Co. in New York, and later was the 
chief financial officer for Alltrans Inc. in 
New Jersey. After retiring, he worked as 
a CPA locally. He was a communicant of 
St. John the Evangelist Church, and was a 
37-year board member of the Washington 
Center in Washington, D.C. 
Roger greatly enjoyed his 
international travels and 
especially his time with 
friends and relatives in Torri del Benaco 
on Lake Garda, Italy. He leaves his wife of 
51 years, Barbara M. (Maiolo) Giacometti; 
two sons, Michael R. Giacometti and Kevin 
A. Giacometti and wife Karen, all of Aga- 
wam; a brother, Eugene L. Giacometti and 
wife Barbara of Westfield; two grandchil- 
dren, Michael and Alexis; two great-grand- 
children, Alexander and Gabriella; several 
nieces and nephews, and many dear friends. 
Funeral services were held from the Colo- 
nial-Forastiere Funeral Home, Agawam, 
followed by a liturgy of Christian Burial at 
St. John the Evangelist Church, Agawam. 
Burial followed in the Mass. Veterans Me- 
morial Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the American Cancer Soci- 
ety, 30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 01701 
and The Washington Center, 1333 16th St. 
NW, Washington, DC 20036. 


SYLVIA A. HUTCHINSON 


Sylvia A. (Sexton) Hutchinson, 78, of 
Agawam, entered into eternal rest Monday, 
Jan. 9, 2012. Born in Gardener, she lived 
in Agawam for over 40 years. She was an 
avid bowler, and enjoyed camping and Bin- 
go. She worked as a 
billing clerk for St. 
Johnsbury Trucking. 
Her husband, Alvord 
C. Hutchinson died 
in 2011. She leaves 
two sons, Allan L. 
Hutchinson of West 
Springfield and Don- 
ald C. Hutchinson of 
Feeding Hills; a daughter, Darlene A. Ren- 
aud of Easthampton; two sisters, Linda Pat- 
node and Janice Patnode, both of Garden- 


er; four grandchildren, Heidi Hutchinson, 
Tamzeena Hutchinson, Brigitte Renaud and 
Adam Renaud; and three great-grandchil- 
dren, Kalesiah Bushell, Kaylee Moore and 
Arabella Renaud. The funeral will be Friday 
at llam. at the Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St. followed by burial in 
Agawam Center Cemetery. Calling hours 
will be at the church preceding the service 
from 9-11 a.m. Donations may be made to 
the American Heart Association, 20 Speen 
St., Framingham, MA 01701-4688 or the 
American Diabetes Association, 2080 Si- 
las Dean Highway, 2nd Floor, Rocky Hill, 
CT 06067. Agawam Funeral Home is in 
charge. 


THERESA M. KERR 


Theresa M. (Nicewicz) Kerr, 81, of Feed- 
ing Hills, entered into eternal rest Friday, 
Jan. 6, 2012 in a local nursing home. Born in 
Easthampton, daughter of the late Theophil 
and Rose (Baldyga) 
Nicewicz, she at- 
tended schools in 
Easthampton and 
moved to Feeding 
Hills in 1949. The- 
resa was a com- 
municant of Sacred 
Heart Church and 
a former member 
of the Polish Club. 
She enjoyed feeding the birds in her yard for 
which she had 24 bird feeders, and the com- 
pany of her cat of 15 years, Cheyanne. She 
loved cooking many of her Polish specialty 
dishes for her family. Theresa fought a cou- 
rageous battle right to the end. Her husband, 
Paul R. Kerr died in 2008. She leaves three 
sons, Dr. Thomas R. Kerr of Ohio, and Mi- 
chael P. Kerr and James R. Kerr, both of West 
Springfield; and many nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by a brother, Joseph 
Nicewicz; and four sisters, Sr. Mary Agne- 
sine, F.S.S.J., Sr. Marinella, F.S.S.J., Helen 
Klekot and Alice Zach. The funeral was 
from the Agawam Funeral Home, 184 Main 
St. with a Mass in Sacred Heart Church and 
burial in Springfield Street Cemetery. Dona- 
tions may be made to Sacred Heart Church, 
1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 
01030. 


JOANNE LAMOTHE 


Joanne (Ordynowicz) Lamothe, 65, of 
Agawam, passed away Wednesday, Dec. 28, 
2011 after a long, 
hard-fought illness. 
Born in Springfield 
to Jane (Chrushiel) 
Ordynowicz and 
the late Edward Or- 
dynowicz, she was 
a lifelong area resi- 

g a dent. Joanne was a 
— "communicant of St. 


John the Evangelist Church in Agawam and 


her greatest love in life was being with her 
family. Besides her mother, Jane, she is also 
survived by her dearest friend and husband 
of 44 years, Kenneth Lamothe of Agawam; 
her son, Erik of Westfield; daughter, Jenni- 
fer and her husband Leo Sagan, Jr. of South- 
wick; her greatly loved grandchildren, Ha- 
leigh, Nicole, Connor, Summer and Amanda; 
and two brothers, Edward of Springfield and 
Richard of Ludlow. A Liturgy of Christian 
Burial was held at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Agawam. Burial will be private for 
the family at a later date. Donations are re- 
quested for the St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-1905. 


DIANE M. O’CONNOR 


Diane M. (Wasgatt) O’ Connor, 52, of Aga- 
wam, passed peace- 
fully at home Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 2012, surround- 
ed by her family, after 
a long and courageous 
battle with cancer. She 
was born and raised 
in Worcester. Diane 
attended Anna Maria 
College for two years 


and graduated from Springfield College in 
1981. She moved to Agawam in 1989 and 
worked in several area dental offices as a 
dental assistant until becoming a full-time 
mother. She was a communicant of St. John 
the Evangelist Church and active with their 
Giving Tree program. Diane was a wonder- 
ful woman who found beauty in everything, 
and brought out the best in everyone she 
met. She leaves her husband, Michael P. 
O’ Connor; a son, Christopher M. O'Connor; 
and a daughter, Aiyana M. O’Connor, both 
at home; her father, George Wasgatt of 
Worcester; three brothers, George Wasgatt 
of East Hampton, Conn., Michael Wasgatt 
of Sutton, and James Wasgatt of Worcester; 
two sisters, Anne Louise Keegan of Shrews- 
bury, and Susan Foley of Worcester; a spe- 
cial friend, Lisa Omartian of Springfield; 
and many cousins, nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her mother, Claire 
(Berard) Wasgatt. The funeral was from the 
Agawam Funeral Home with a Mass in St. 
John the Evangelist Church. Burial followed 
in the Massachusetts Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery. Donations may be made to the 
Baystate Visiting Nurse & Hospice, c/o 
Baystate Health Foundation, 280 Chestnut 
St., 6th Floor, Springfield, MA 01199. 


GINA M. ROSSI 


Gina M. Rossi, 46, of Feeding Hills, en- 
tered into eternal rest Sunday, Jan. 8, 2012 
at home. Born in Holyoke, she was a life- 
long resident of Feeding Hills. She was a 
1983 graduate of 
Agawam High 
School and gradu- 
ated from West- 
field State College 
with a degree in 
criminal justice. 
Gina was pa- 
role officer at the 
Ludlow House of 
Correction. She leaves her husband, Mi- 
chael C. Gold of Southwick; two daughters, 
Courtney M. Barbieri of Feeding Hills, and 
Daniele L. Gold of Southwick; her parents, 
Robert Rossi and Cecelia (Rossi) Rossi both 
of Feeding Hills; and a grandchild, Adrian- 
na Spirito. She was predeceased by a sister, 
Margo A. Rossi in 2005 and a brother, David 
M. Rossi in 2011. Relatives and friends are 
asked to meet at Sacred Heart Church, 1103 
Springfield St., on Saturday at 10 a.m. for 
a funeral Mass. The burial will be private. 
There are no calling hours and Agawam Fu- 
neral Home is in charge. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the Leukemia So- 
ciety, 495 Old Connecticut Path, Suite 220, 
Framingham, MA 01701-4567. 


JOHN F. RYAN 


John F. “Grampie” Ryan, of Feeding 
Hills, died Friday, Jan. 6, 2012 at Country 
Estates Nursing Home. He was born in Al- 
bany, N.Y. Sept. 14, 1923 and was a 1941 
graduate of Cathedral High School. He at- 
tended St. Michael’s College and Boston 
College Law School. He was a World War 
II Navy veteran serving aboard the U.S.S. 
Atuie SS 403’s Submarine Service. He 
worked for the Springfield Newspaper Cir- 
culation Department for 24 years, retiring 
as motor route supervisor. An avid athlete, 
he was the goaltender on the champion- 
ship Springfield Newspapers Hockey Team 
of 1951-52 and played in many area golf 
leagues. His wife, Rachel (Jennings) Ryan, 
died in 1995 and he was predeceased by a 
grandson, James B. Lynch III. He leaves a 
stepson, Stanley J. Bandoski of East Long- 
meadow; and a stepdaughter, Jane B. Mc- 
Creadie of Feeding Hills. He also leaves 
five grandchildren, Michael S. Lynch of 
Feeding Hills, Kelly Whitney of Wells, 
Maine, Kathleen Heaning of Edison, N.J., 
David Bandoski of Feeding Hills and John 
Bandoski of Chester; 11 great-grandchil- 
dren; four great-great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. The funeral 
was held at the Agawam Curran-Jones Fu- 
neral Home with Liturgy in St. John the 
Evangelist Church, followed by burial in 
Springfield Street Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Ameri- 
can Lung Association. 


ROSE M. SANTANIELLO 


Rose Mary (Buoniconti) Santaniello, 
85, of Agawam, passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011 at Baystate Med- 
ical Center. Born in Springfield to the late 
Joseph and Rose (San- 
taniello) Buoniconti, 
she was a lifelong area 
resident. Rose was a 
member of St. John 
the Evangelist Church 
in Agawam. She loved 
to crochet and will 
be remembered as a 
loving mother, grand- 
mother and great-grandmother. She was pre- 
deceased by her loving husband, Carmine V. 
Santaniello, in 2004. She is survived by her 
five children, Rosemary Santaniello, Mary- 
anna LaFlamme and her husband Rich- 
ard, Teresa Santaniello, Paride Santaniello 
and his wife Luanne and Carmine Santa- 
niello, Jr. and his wife Patricia; her sister, 
Carmella Lepore and her husband Albert; 
seven grandchildren, Richard Jr., Stephen, 
Kimberly, Carmine M. and his wife Erin, 
Christopher, Nicholas and Courtney; five 
great-grandchildren, Keith, Gage, Brennan, 
Camron and Jacob; several nieces, nephews 
and cousins and by very special friends, 
Carol and Victor Knybel and Art and Rita 
Wood. Besides her husband, Carmine, she 
was also predeceased by four brothers and 
five sisters. A service for Rose was held at 
the Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home, Aga- 
wam, followed by committal services at 
the Chapel at the Massachusetts Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery, Main St., Agawam. 
Donations may be made in Rose’s memory 
to the American Diabetes Association, 306 
Industrial Park Rd., Suite 105, Middletown, 
CT 06457 or to the American Heart Asso- 
ciation, 54 Wayside Ave., West Springfield, 
MA 01089. 


ELEANOR R. 
TARDIBUONO 


Agawam — Eleanor R. Tardibuono, 86, of 
Agawam, passed away peacefully Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, 2011 at Noble Hospital, Westfield. 
Born Oct. 21, 1925 in Springfield, she was 
a daughter to the late Primo A. and Rose 
M. (Ortolani) Guidetti. She was a former 
communicant of St. Anne’s Church in West 
Springfield and a member of the St. Anne’s 
Society. She was also a member of the 
“Deadliners.” She was employed as a ward 
secretary in both Massachusetts and Florida 
for many years, and was a foster mother 
for several years. Eleanor enjoyed crochet- 
ing, reading, writing poetry, and especially 
spending time with her family. She is sur- 
vived by her children, John and his wife, 
Joanne of Monson, Priscilla Renahan and 
her husband, Jim of Toronto, Canada, Frank 
of Findlay, Ohio, Rosalie Dialessi and her 
husband, John of Feeding Hills, Robert of 
Mascotte, Fla., and Gerrianne Oleksak and 
her husband, Robert of Westfield; 16 grand- 
children; 28 great-grandchildren; a sister, 
Geraldine DalMolin of Clearmont, Fla.; and 
other loving relatives and friends. Eleanor’s 
family would like to extend a special thank 
you to the staff at Noble Hospital and the 
Bronson Rehabilitation Center for the com- 
passionate care given to Eleanor. A funeral 
service for Eleanor was held from Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home, Agawam with a 
Liturgy of Christian Burial in Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Church, Springfield. Burial fol- 
lowed in the Massachusetts Veterans Memo- 
rial Cemetery, Agawam. Memorial contribu- 
tions may be made in Eleanor’s name to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude Pl., 
Memphis, TN 38105-1905. 


Tag, craft, bake sale 


at Sacred Heart 


Sacred Heart Parish, 1065 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills will host a Win- 
ter Tag, Craft and Bake Sale, Saturday, 
Jan. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost 
of an eight-foot table, which the parish 
will provide, is $20. To reserve a table, 
call the parish office at 786-8200. 
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Rosie Robotics begin new season 


Agawam High School Rosie Robotics 
held its 2012 FIRSTmas Saturday, Jan. 7. 
FIRSTmas, as the students refer to it, is the 
day that FIRST announces the robotic com- 
petitive game that the Agawam High School 
First Team 839 must build and program their 
robot to play. 

FIRST is actually an acronym that stands 
for “For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci- 
ence and Technology.” For the next six weeks, 
the students of Agawam High School’s 
FIRST Team 839 Rosie Robotics will design, 
machine, build, program and test a working 
robot. This robot will compete in two region- 
al competitions this spring and several post- 
season competitions this summer. 

The Agawam FIRST kickoff event was 
held in the John Burns Technology wing 
at Agawam High School. This event was 
attended by Rosie Robotics students and 
their parents, mentors, faculty, and interim 
Superintendent William Sapelli. The event 
was highlighted by a NASA broadcast that 
explained how this year’s game, Rebound 
Rumble would be played. 

Along with the event at AHS, members 
of Rosie Robotics attended the actual live 


kickoff event at Southern New Hampshire 
University in Manchester, N.H. Students 
and mentors were given the opportunity to 
explore the actual game field and make en- 
gineering measurements that will eventually 
help them design an effective robot. 

Rebound Rumble is played similar to bas- 
ketball but only with robots. Four basketball 
hoops are available to score points. The stu- 
dents have the option to operate the robot 
autonomously for the first 15 seconds or 
to use the KINECT MS motion sensor that 
allows the human player to move the robot 
using specific hand gestures. At the end of 
the game, the robot should also be able to 
balance on a bridge connecting the two side 
of the playing field. 

On Friday Jan. 27, FIRST Team 839, 
Rosie Robotics will host its World Famous 
Ziti Dinner at the Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St. from 4 to 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is $8. The public is invited to 
come and see what the students have accom- 
plished so far this build season. 

For more information regarding this year’s 
game, visit www.agawamrobotics.org or vis- 
it the Agawam High School website. 


STCC announces fall dean’s list 


SPRINGFIELD -The following 
area residents were named to Spring- 
field Technical Community College’s 
fall 2011 dean’s list. The dean’s list is 
published each semester to recognize 
academic excellence. In order to be con- 
sidered, students must carry a full-time 
course-load of 12 or more semester hours 
of college-level courses and achieve 
a 3.3 or above grade point average. 
Agawam residents include are Paul 
Bulmer, Christopher Camp, Alisha 
Chechile, Rebecca Cimini, Keith Cosi- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Winter capital of 
Kashmir 

6. So. African Music 
Awards 

11. The Bay State 

14. A disorderly crowd 
15. Actress Greta 

16. Expression of 
surprise 

18. Storybook elephant 
21. John Jacob __, 
capitalist 

23. Mulled wine 

25. Membrane around 
the lungs 

26. Shows how 
something works 

28. Cannonized 

29. Layers bonded 
together 

31. A vessel or duct 
34. The fire had been 


40. 98942 WA 

44. Gasoline 
hydrocarbon rating 

45. Light snacks with 
drinks 

47. Supplementing with 
difficulty 

48. Am. composer & 
diarist Ned 

50. A waterproof 
raincoat 

51. Accumulate a large 
quantity 

56 Am. Newspaper 
Assoc. 

57. Butterfly collector 
62. __ and Venzetti 

63. Female servants 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Poked at 

2. Equally 

3. Manuscript (abbr.) 
4. Periodical (slang) 
5. Fiddler crabs 

6. Hero sandwich 

7. Volcanic mountain 


35. Female sibling 
36. Israeli capital 
39. Blocked in fencing 
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mini, Michael Despang, Fedosiya Dom- 
nenko, Sergey Domnenko, Ian Elkins, 
Jillian Fedier, Joshua Hartmann, Nicho- 
las Korniyenko, Victoria Korniyenko, 
Michael Lovely, Kevin Mangano, Brian 
Martel, Anthony Mokan, Ryan Rennell, 
Alexandra Rivera, Heather Salerno, 
Erin Saunders, and William Vinesett. 


Feeding Hills residents include 
Megan Boylan, Greg Cotto, Ja- 
mie Litchfield, Laurie Littlefield, 


Ana Nesen, and Matthew Walters. 


7 10 


N 
0 


O1 A (09) 
01 O1 (00) 


0 


O 
pes 
(0%) 
as 
N 


O1 i Zi 
0) 
gi 
© 


in Japan 

8. Of I 

9. Indicates position 
10. Legislative acts 
11. Low sustained cry 
12. 60 minutes (abbr.) 
13. Supported by a 
prop 

14. Megabyte 

17. 9/11 Memorial 
designer Michael 

19. The years someone 
has existed 

20. Distilled from 
fermented molasses 
21. a.k.a. 

22. Estonian kroon 

= 100 

24. The sun 

25. Wide metal cooking 
vessel 

27. Caesar or cobb 
28. Building lots 

30. 1/1000 inch 

31. Apexes 

32. Firth of Clyde’s 
largest island 


33. Bringing suit 

36. Forsyth novel “The 
Day of the __”’ 

37. Perceive 

with the eyes 

38. Was introduced to 
39. Lines of verse 

41. Household god 
(Roman) 

42. Military mailbox 
43. Challenge 
aggressively 

46. Posted 

49. One thousandth of 
an ampere 

51. General’s assistant, 
abbr. 

52. Bovine sound 

53. Associated press 
54. Opposite of 

LTM 

55. A very large body 
of water 

58. Ma’s partner 

59. Integrated circuit 
60. Rhode Island 

61. Potato state 


Answers on page 18 
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Agawam Schools’ weekly lunch menu 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Popcorn chicken 
bites with dipping sauce, mashed pota- 
toes, green beans, fresh and chilled fruit, 
pudding with topping. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, wheat bread- 
stick, Italian mixed vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, vanilla cake with icing. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: Pizza of the day, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 20: Teriyaki chicken patty 
on a roll, baked potato wedges, vegeta- 
ble, fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed pota- 
toes, green beans, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, wheat bread- 
stick, Italian mixed vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, vanilla cake with icing. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: Stuffed crust cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 20: Baked mozzarella 
sticks with marinara sauce, mashed po- 
tatoes, corn, fresh and chilled fruit, des- 
sert. 


START EARLY 


ROBERTA G. DOERING 
SCHOOL 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Popcorn chicken 
bites with dipping sauce, mashed pota- 
toes, green beans, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, wheat bread- 
stick, Italian mixed vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, vanilla cake with icing. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: Stuffed crust cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 20: Baked mozzarella 
sticks with marinara sauce, mashed po- 
tatoes, corn, fresh and chilled fruit, des- 
sert. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS 


Monday, Jan. 16: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Popcorn chicken 
bites with dipping sauce, mashed pota- 
toes, green beans, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, wheat bread- 
stick, Italian mixed vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, vanilla cake with icing. 

Thursday, Jan. 19: Stuffed crust cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 20: Baked mozzarella 
sticks with marinara sauce, mashed po- 
tatoes, corn, fresh and chilled fruit, des- 
sert. 


STAY ORGANIZED 
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SPRINGFIELD - The annual Agawam 
High School alumni hockey game took 
place on Saturday, Dec. 31 at Cyr Arena. 

The following people took part in the 11 
a.m. game: Nick Athas, Marc Yacovone, 
Bill Disisto, Lenny Bruso, Jim Shea, Peter 
Sibilia, Tony Young, Dan Bryden, Dennis 


yoann 
me: 


BOSTON- State Sen. Michael R. Knapik, 
R-Westfield, has formally requested inclu- 
sion of disaster relief monies in the next 
supplemental budget to help local com- 
munities deal with last October’s historic 
snowstorm. Knapik submitted a letter to 
the chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means requesting the state 
supplement federal reimbursement of 
FEMA-eligible storm-related cleanup costs. 
FEMA is the federal agency respon- 
sible for disaster relief and recov- 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Punch, Ricky Parolo, Dave Laudato, Tom 
Greene, Chris Jarvis, Kevin Chrisantho- 
poulos, Robert Disilets, Sean Wandrei, 
Jason Rocca, Bret Pajer, Jason Biagetti, 
Sean Szczygiel, Marc Turgeon, Patrick 
Dunphy, Rich Hardina, Steve Buoniconti, 
Butch Wagner, Jeff Walker, Steve Fiedler, 
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ery and reimburses communities up to 
75 percent for eligible expenditures. 
“As clean-up efforts, for the most part, have 
wound down, cities and towns across the 
Commonwealth face mounting bills to con- 
tractors, municipal employees for overtime, 
and other costs associated with providing 
government service through this devastat- 
ing storm,” Knapik wrote. “I would encour- 
age you and the committee to include suf- 
ficient funding so that the Commonwealth 
might partner with municipalities at as 
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Devin Basile, Bart McCarthy and Bobby 
Johnson. 

The following people took part in the 
noon game: Jay Malanson, Brian Pagella, 
Mike Peetros, Dave Nadolski, Armand 
Dubuc, Shawn Santos, Ryan Kocot, Greg 
Santos, Sean Walsh, Bob Johnson, Kevin 


Turley Publications submitted photos 
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Alumni get together for hockey fun 


Mackin, Andrew Bortolussi, Kevin Wheel- 
er, Andrew Walles, Steve Buoniconti, Bri- 
an Hersey, Kyle Gendron, Walker, Fiedler, 
Basile, John Tisdal, Brett Barker and Ma- 
son Richards. 


generous a level as possible,’ he concluded. 
The price tag, so far, for cash-strapped com- 
munities in the Pioneer Valley range from 
$200,000 in Easthampton to $25 million in 
Springfield. Holyoke has spent $4 million, 
Chicopee $5.9 million, and Agawam in excess 
of $4.5 million. These communities represent 
a snapshot absent the region it its entirety. 
“This request would fit the Commonwealth’s 
past practice as it has provided $6.2 mil- 
lion in state assistance to communities 1m- 
pacted by the 2008 ice storm, $15 million 


A Equal Housing Lender 
Member FDIC Member DIF 


Knapik requests disaster relief funds 


for the June tornado, and $10 million for 
Tropical Storm Irene,’ Knapik added. “I 
am hopeful the Legislature will continue 
that partnership with local communities 
to address these liabilities,’ he continued. 
While spending bills originate in the House 
of Representatives and there is no proposal 
currently before the Committee, the Legisla- 
ture is expected to act on additional supple- 
mental appropriations requests later in the 
spring. 


| love living and working in Agawam. 


And l'm always happy to see my friends 

and neighbors, at the grocery store, cheering 
at our kids’ ball games or helping support 
the Agawam Rotary. | would also be happy 
to see all of you at our Agawam office so 

| could help with your financial needs. 
Please stop in to say “hi: 


Susanne deVillier, Branch Officer, Agawam 


Es EASTHAMPTON 


SAVINGS BANK 


bankesb.com | 413.527.4111 
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OATH, from page 1 


Cohen did say that continuity in the may- 
or’s office is a good thing because it gives 
him another two years to work on different 
projects already in the queue, including the 
potential development of the former Sports- 
men’s Club, and business development at the 
former Games & Lanes site. 

Cohen also called on school committee 
and city council members who attended the 
ceremony on Saturday to put politics aside 
and work instead for the townspeople. He 
told the elected officials he shares a common 
bond with all of them. 

“For all of our differences, we share the 
values of family and community,” he said. 
“Hopefully, we can unite as partners in serv- 
ing the community.” 

With the turn of the calendar last week, 
Cohen started his sixth two-year term in of- 
fice. He became mayor in 2000, when for- 
mer mayor Christopher Johnson chose not to 
run after serving five terms in office. Cohen 
had a two-year reprieve when Susan Daw- 
son defeated him in 2007, but returned with 
a successful campaign two years later. 

Six city councilors and five school com- 
mittee members also attended the ceremoni- 
al swearing-in, including school committee 
member Roberta Doering and former city 
council President Don Rheault. 

Town Clerk Richard Theroux recognized 
Doering and Rheault for representing more 
than 70 years of public service. 

Rheault, who decided not to put himself 
in the running for council president this year, 
was honored by his colleagues on Jan. 3 
with a gavel symbolizing 16 years as council 
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president. 

He said after more than 30 years on the 
council, he continues to enjoy his public ser- 
vice to the town and has participated in the 
swearing-in ceremony many times. 

“Its nice to be recognized for our service 
to the town,’ Rheault said. “This is about 
helping people. That’s why I keep doing it.” 

Rheault was re-elected to the council last 
fall and said he looks forward to using his 
voice on the council floor this term. 

“I will gain the ability to participate in 
the discussions more actively,” said Rheault, 
whose primary function as council president 
was to run the meetings. 

Councilor George Bitzas was also sworn 
in for his 25th year on the council. He cur- 
rently holds the distinction as having the 
most consecutive years on the council. He 
received the second highest number of votes 
in the election. 

“Its a great honor to continue to serve the 
people of Agawam,” said Bitzas. “I appreci- 
ate that people continue to put their trust and 
faith in me. I’m going to continue to work 
hard and try to keep the taxes down for our 
people.” 

Joining Rheault and Bitzas at the swearing 
in ceremony were Johnson, new vice presi- 
dent Dennis Perry, Robert Magovern, and 
Robert Rossi. Other school committee mem- 
bers joining Doering at the ceremony were 
Anthony Bonavita, Shelley Borgatti-Reed, 
Diane Juzba, and Linda Galarneau. 
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By Nate Rosenthal 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


SPRINGFIELD - The winter swim season is one of heavy 
competition for the better part of eight weeks. To foster a 
more fun related atmosphere, the Western Mass Swimming 
Officials Association runs a relay carnival at Springfield Col- 
lege each January. This meet is entirely devoted to relays of 
various forms, unlike the typical meet. There is no scoring 
of points or team winners determined, though the standings 
in each event are recognized. 

The usual relay format, be it dual meet or championship, 
would have medley relays, where each leg would be a differ- 
ent stroke and free relays, where everyone can do the stroke 
of their choice, which is almost exclusively the crawl. Both 
the boys and girls are entered separately. In a relay meet, 
every member would do the same stroke, such as the back- 
stroke or the breaststroke or butterfly, as well as the freestyle 
events. There are also mixed freestyles, where the four- 
somes include boys and girls. To add a different twist there 
is a 300-yard event, where only three swim as opposed to the 
usual four. 

Taking part in the meet were: Minnechaug, Belchertown, 
Monson, Agawam, Central, Renaissance, East Longmeadow, 
Ludlow and Palmer. Several of the schools entered more 
than one relay team in each event. 

The Agawam swimmers did well a number of high fin- 
ishes, including one first place. 

The meet got underway with the mixed 100-yard freestyle 
relay, where each swimmer went one length of the pool. East 
Longmeadow won that with a time of 51.00 seconds, edging 
out Palmer at 52.82. The mixed 200-yard medley followed 
a standard relay with backstroke, breaststroke, butterfly and 
freestyle, except that it was a combination of boys and girls. 

Please see CARNIVAL, page 18 


Agawam locks 


up victory over 
West Side 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam wrestling team rode some 
good matches late in their meet and defeated Westfield, 
43-29, last Wednesday night at Agawam High School. 

The actual difference in the match came at the 
heavyweight level as Westfield did not have the depth 
to place any wrestlers in competition, and the Brown- 
ies won forfeits at the 195, 220, and 285-pound weight 
classes. 

Agawam got some good victories from Brennan Lei- 
bel, Patsy Basile, Fred Carl, Chris Ortega and Mario 
Rigali. 

Please see WRESTLING, page 18 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam’s Willy Fairle (left) wrestles at 
145 pounds last Wednesday night against 
Westfield. 
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Brownies compete at relay carnival 
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Turley Publications photos by David Henry sweetdogphotos.com 


Agawam’s Allison Weiner swims in the girls 200-yard freestyle relay. 


Brownies battle Terriers to end 


Desrosiers, Efstratios have 
big games 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam boys basketball team started 
out with a lot of momentum and had two players score more 
than 25 points, but they fell at the end against neighbor West 
Springfield last Friday night, 71-65. 

Playing on the road against the Terriers, Agawam got off 
to a very quick lead, thanks to a pair of 3-pointers coming 
from Tyler Desrosiers and A.J. Efstratios. Agawam led by as 
much 8-2, to start the game, but West Springfield came back 
late in the quarter and the teams were tied at 16-16. 

The Terriers scoring continued on late in the first half as 
they took the lead and went to halftime up 31-27. 

The Brownies stayed in the game throughout and the teams 
sparred back and forth throughout the second half thanks to 
Efstratios and Desrosiers excellent shooting. 

Desrosiers had a career game and led all scorers with 28 
points, including five 3-pointers and five free throws. 

Efstratios contributed 25 points, including six 3-pointers. 

Distance shooting from Agawam was key to keeping them 
in the game, but West Springfield built too big a lead in the 
third quarter. Despite a 23-point performance in the fourth, 
they were not able to overcome West Springfield. 

The Brownies have just one win this season and have lost 
their last two games. Their only win of the season has come 
against East Longmeadow on Dec. 30. 

The Brownies are hoping to get going on Friday night 
when they rematch with Minnechaug Friday night. Agawam 
lost 63-62 at home in the teams’ first meeting this year. 

Agawam is currently 1-7. 

The girls basketball team lost to Ludlow, 47-40, Monday 
night at home, dropping to 2-5 this season. 

The Lions are 4-4 this season and overcame a good game 
by Alycia Rackliffe and Samantha Howe. Rackliffe led the 
Brownies with 14 points and Howe scored 12 points. 

The Brownies were able to defeat Cathedral 49-17 last Fri- 
day night and received a very balanced effort with scoring 
coming from eight different players in the game. 

The scoring was led by Danielle Stratton, who scored 12 
points, and Alicia Busco added nine points. 

The Brownies are still trying to find consistent offense un- 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s A.J. Efstratios fakes with the ball as 
he tries to drive to the basket. 


der pressure this season and will be looking to get back on 
the winning track when they play Thursday at Minnechaug 
at 7 p.m. they are also scheduled to play at home Tuesday 
against Northampton at 7 p.m. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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Desrosiers leading squad 
through tough campaign 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Tyler Des- 
rosiers has emerged as one 
of the top scorers on the 
Agawam boys basketball 
team and has shown an 
ability to score from all 
over the court. 

According to recent 
Statistics, he is averaging 
about 18 points per game 
and had one of his best per- 
formances of the year when 
he pounded out 28 points 
against West Springfield in 
a loss last Friday night. 

Desrosiers is the choice 
to be the Agawam Adver- 
tiser News Athlete of the 
Week. 

The senior began play- 
ing basketball seven years 
ago and he says he does 
not play any other sports. 
In addition to playing for 
the high school, Desrosiers also plays AAU basketball during 
the spring and summer to prepare for the high school season, 
something he consistently looks forward to. 

“Playing for the varsity here is a lot of fun,” said Desrosiers. 
“All the kids here are nice and we have a good coach.” 

Unfortunately, the Brownies have struggled this season to 
a 1-7 record despite two very good scorers in Desrosiers and 
Efstratios. 

Despite the tough start, Desrosiers is confident the Brownies 
can rebound at the end of the season to reach the tournament. 

“I feel fine with the spot we are in,” said Desrosiers. “We did 
lose a lot of players to graduation last year. But we are improv- 
ing as a team and we are definitely getting better.” 

He believes Agawam still has a great shot at making it into 
the tournament. The Brownies only have three more losses to 
give the rest of the season. 

“I think we definitely have a chance to get in,’ said Desro- 
siers. “We have had struggles to start the season, but we can get 
in if we play well the rest of the way.” 

Desrosiers had more of a supporting role but has emerged as 
the leading scorer on the team this season with 144 points so 
far. Even more impressive has been his ability to shoot from all 
over the court. During his 28-point performance against West 
Springfield, Desrosiers scored nine field goals. Five of those 
were from beyond the three-point line. He also sank five free 
throws during the game. 

Desrosiers was a key contributor in getting the Brownies off 
to a good start against West Springfield, which is always a dif- 
ficult game for Agawam. 

He sank two 3-pointers in the first quarter alone. 

Scoring is one of his strengths, but Desrosiers said he must 
work harder and improve his defense to be more successful on 
the court. 

He says he is planning to attend college and hopes to con- 
tinue playing basketball at school. 


Turley Publications photo 
by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Tyler Desro- 
siers drives the lane dur- 
ing the second quarter 
against West Springfield. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM -— Agawam Athletics Director David Stratton 
has announced Jon Reidy, an athlete representing Agawam 
High School, has been named the chairman of the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association Student Advi- 
sory Committee. 

The appointment is a big deal for Agawam, which has had 
students on the committee in the past, but never one elected 
as the chair. 

“This is a really good thing for Agawam to have someone 
representing us,” said Stratton. 

Reidy is very active in sports in Agawam, but nothing has 
been more thrilling for the senior than taking part on the 
championship boys volleyball team that had a perfect regular 
season and sectional playoffs for the Brownies. 

Reidy also has played baseball, soccer, and skis. He did 
very well for the Agawam’s skiing team last year as he placed 
second in the South Division and did capture one first place 
finish during the regular season. 

Stratton said Reidy is an excellent candidate to represent 
the Brownies at the state level and he hopes he will do a good 
job representing the interests of Agawam High School and 
other schools in Western Massachusetts. 

The Student-Athlete Advisory Committee was created 
to enhance the total athlete experience for interscholastic 
sports by advising the MIAA committee on potential rules 
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eidy named chairman to MIAA 
Student Advisory Committee 


for sports and helping to promote good sportsmanship, ath- 
letic integrity and act as a liaison between the athletes and 
MIAA administration. 

Representatives for the SAAC must attend meetings prior 
to the winter and spring seasons. The purpose of those meet- 
ings is to get together and discussion issues and concerns 
from the previous season and make recommendations. 

Student representatives are selected for terms of one year, 
and there is no limit to the number of times an athlete can 
represent their school. 

Reidy’s particular selection to the committee came after 
the senior took part in a large leadership conference spon- 
sored by the MIAA during the spring. Later, the advisory 
board itself named Reidy as the chairman. 

Reidy is the sole representative from Western Massachu- 
setts on the committee. 

The leadership conference was held in July and allowed 
Reidy, who applied for the opportunity to attend the confer- 
ence, the opportunity to connect with athletes from all over 
New England. 

Students entering grades 10-12 are being encouraged to 
take part in this year’s leadership conference to be held at 
Stonehill College in July this year. Anyone looking to take 
part can go to Www.miaa.net. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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Agawam’s Jon Reidy (second from right) was recently appointed chairman of the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association Student Advisory Committee. 
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Free Post-Game Skabe 
(no skate rentals) 


Hello ladies and gentlemen 
boys and girls and welcome 
to the Beanepot. New Eng- 
land is still buzzing about the 
tilt between the Bruins and 
the Canucks last Saturday. 

This reporter was at the game 

and got a great view of every- 

thing, first the referees partic- 

ularly Dan Van Massenhoven 

did a poor job in my view. 

Milan Lucic hit the ice when 

play was stopped and a line change was 
in order, but a fight broke out in front of 
the Vancouver bench. When one of the 
Sedin sisters got involved Looch went 
over. Danny V. missed it and out went 
Lucic. After the game it was reviewed 
and indeed the ref got the call wrong. I 
also have an issue about the Brad March- 
and hit on Tommy Salo. Yes he hit low, 
but Marchand skates low and was trying 
to make a play on the puck. Instead he 
gets a five-minute major for clipping and 
is also thrown out. Wow. 

After the game and the next day Canucks 
head coach Alain Vignault was whining 
about the rough play. Listen, the Canucks 
won the game because Boston failed to kill 
off penalties. The Canucks won the game 
and you tip your hat. This was a possible 


WRESTLING, from page 16 


Rigali had an impressive win in his match 
at 170 pounds. He faced Westfield’s Domi- 
nic Liquori and found himself at a disadvan- 
tage early in the match. 

Liquori was able to score a takedown and 
nearly had Rigali pinned quickly, but the 
senior muscled out. He trailed 4-0 before 
scoring a reversal to make the score 4-2. But 
instead of trying to score more points, Rigali 
wanted the win. 

With the leverage, Rigali utilized a half 
nelson and successfully turned Liquori over 
and scored a second period pinfall for the 
victory. 

Following that match, Chris Ortega made 
another great effort at 182 pounds as he 
scored a first period pin. 

Ortega scored a quick takedown. He uti- 
lized his strong legs to lock the leg of his op- 
ponent and prevent him from moving. The 
used that advantage to turn him over and 
score a pinfall with 20 seconds remaining in 
the first period. 

Leibel scored a pinfall against Sean Sul- 
livan in the first period. Leibel, competing at 
106 pounds went for a takedown and scored 
it immediately to start the match. 

He then utilized a very creative armbar. 
He locked Sullivan’s arms in the form of a 
chicken wing and used the leverage to pin 
him to the mat. 

“Its an armbar pinning combination,” Lei- 
bel said of the strategy following his match. 
The move was very effective as he got the 
pin in less than one minute. 
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Refs calls hurt Bruins Saturday 
Fabulous finish to Steelers-Broncos game 


two points for Boston; it was 
a statement of manhood game 
for the victors, period. 

What a stunning finish to 
the Broncos-Steelers game 
on Sunday. The first play in 
overtime Tim Tebow throws 
a pass up the middle to a wide 
open Demaryius Thomas for 
an 80-yard touchdown to win 

m™ the game. CBS did a great 

job with wonderful camera 

shots of both benches showing the elation 

of the Broncos (especially John Elway) 

and the wide eyed disbelief of the entire 

Pittsburgh team. They were stunned be- 
yond their wildest dreams. 

So now the Broncos and Mr. Tebow 
will make their way to Foxborough to 
take on the Patriots Saturday night. Ev- 
ery Pats fan will stress out all week fear- 
ing that Denver will use the long pass and 
smoke the awful New England secondary, 
and they should. With every throw Pats 
fans will be holding their breath hoping 
that somehow, someway Coach Belichick 
will come up with a plan to end Denver’s 
season. Amen. 

Carl Beane can be reached at cbeane @ 
carlbeane.com or via his website www. 
carlbeane.com. 


Agawam’’s Fred Carl works during his 160-pound 
match. Carl was at a 2-2 deadlock late in his 
match and utilized a takedown to pull out a 4- 


decision win. 


Carl scored a 4-3 decision in a very neu- 
tral match that came down to who was go- 
ing to score that one or two points to get 
the win. 

Carl scored a low takedown with 20 sec- 
onds left in the third period to make the 
score 4-2. His opponent escaped with about 
10 seconds left, but could not capitalize on 
an extra opportunity to score an additional 
takedown. 
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Browse through all the photos taken by our staff photographers that 
appear in our paper each week. You'll also be able to view and purchase 
many photos that didn’t make it info print. 


HERE To 
See and Buy 
Photos 


Visit www.turley.com click 
on Newspapers then click on 
our photo button. 


CARNIVAL, from page 16 


Palmer (1:57.33) took this one by .07 sec- 
onds over Minnechaug. 

A couple of backstroke relays were next. 
Agawam (2:12.63) took the girls, 3.5 sec- 
onds ahead of Belchertown, while the Min- 
nechaug boys (1:53.74) topped Palmer by 2 
seconds. 

Event 5 was the mixed 300-yard medley, 
meaning there were three lengths. It was 
Minnechaug (3:01.66) finishing 20 seconds 
ahead of their closest pursuers, Palmer. That 
was followed by a mixed 200-yard butterfly, 
with Minnechaug at 1:49.44, well ahead of 
Agawam. 

Events 7 and 8 were breaststroke relays 
and in the girls matchup, it was Minnechaug 
at 2:21.99 topping Agawam by 11 seconds. 
The Palmer boys got the win in the boys 
matchup at 2:10.02, beating a Ludlow by 
8 seconds. The 200-yard freestyle relays 
were next with East Longmeadow at 1:47.22 
getting first for the girls over Agawam 
at 1:56.61. On the boys side it was much 
closer with Palmer at 1:40.05 and Ludlow at 
1:43.56. 

Minnechaug took top honors in the mixed 
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200-yard backstroke (2:00.08) nearly three 
seconds ahead of Belchertown. In the girls 
200-yard butterfly, they won with 2:11.31, 
almost 9 seconds faster than Belchertown. 
The boys 200-yard butterfly went to Palmer 
with 1:52.17. Minnechaug was 4 seconds 
back, 

A couple of mixed relays ended the meet, 
with the top two spots going to both Min- 
nechaug relays. In the mixed 200-yard 
breaststroke, it was the A squad out touch- 
ing the B by .16 seconds, 2:13.93 to 2:14.09; 
then it was the B winning the mixed 200- 
yard freestyle by 1.5, 1:39.96 to 1:41.30. 

The Brownies foursome that got first in the 
200-yard backstroke were: Kelly McLaugh- 
lin, Kendra Matland, Megan Dustin and Cas- 
sidy Cunningham. Their best showing in a 
boys event came in the 200-yard freestyle 
with Tony Anton, Mike Goyette, Jared Lu- 
barsky and Scott Laviano getting fourth. In 
a mixed event, it was a second in the 200- 
yard butterfly with Allison Weiner, Lubar- 
sky, Dustin and Laviano. 


Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspondent 
for Turley Publications. He can be reached 
at dforbes @ turley.com. 
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Agawam’s Anna Lovotti swims in the girls 200-yard butterfly relay. 


Basile had a very busy match, and scored 
a 15-6 decision at 126 pounds. 

Agawam is next scheduled to compete 
Wednesday when they host Enfield, Conn., 
at 7 p.m. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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Agawam’s Mario Rigali scores the reverse and eventually 
3 gets a pinfall during his match at 170 pounds. Agawam beat 
Westfield last Wednesday night. 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam Advertiser 
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Key to affording college 
is to have a plan 


achieving your hopes and dreams 
for yourself and your family. 
Making a plan, however, is crucial to 
making those dreams a reality. This is 
especially true when it comes to a college 
education for your children. Starting a 
college savings plan when your children 
are young sets you on a path for success 
and can help you reduce the need for 
expensive student loans down the road. 
Establishing a college savings plan early 
and contributing to it often is the key to 
reducing, or even eliminating, student 
loan debt. According to the Project on 
Student Loan Debt, the average student- 
loan debt increased 24 percent to $23,200 
in 2008, up from $18,650 in 2004. 
According to FinAid.org, parents who 
put aside just $50 per month from the 
time their child is born can grow a nest 
egg of more than $20,000 by the time that 
child turns 18, assuming a 7 percent 
return on investment. Increasing those 
contributions to $100 per month can yield 


S etting goals is often the first step to 


Scan to take a 
virtual campus tour! 


more than $43,000. 

While there are a number of college 
savings vehicles to choose from, savers 
should keep in mind that a 529 plan is a 
tax-free and, in some cases, state tax- 
deductible option. Operated by a state or 
educational institution, a 529 plan is an 
education savings plan designed to pro- 
vide families with an easy way to save. 
Most offer online enrollment with mini- 
mal initial investment, as low as $25. 
Additionally, contributions can be made 
by more than just a child’s parents. 
Anyone can contribute to an account or 
open one on behalf of a child. 

Many states offer a 529 plan and each 
state’s plan is different. Morningstar, a 
leading provider of investment research, 
provides analysis on the majority of the 
nation’s 529 plans and rates them based 
on a variety of key factors. Additional 
sources for information on 529 plans are 
SavingForCollege.com as well as 
CollegeSavings.org. 

An example 


of a top-rated 


Morningstar 529 plan iS 
CollegeAdvantage, Ohio’s college sav- 
ings plan. Account owners can contribute 
to a CollegeAdvantage account for as lit- 
tle as $25 and accounts are available to 
any U.S. resident and funds can be used 
at any college in the country. 

“Saving with a 529 plan offers parents, 
friends and family members an affordable 
and attainable way to save for their loved 
one’s future college expenses,” said 


W HOURS and SERVICES: 


Super Saturday! 
9:00am-3:00pm 


January 14 
Gymnasium/Scibelli Hall 


Richard Norman, interim executive direc- 
tor of Ohio Tuition Trust Authority. 
“Many times, just beginning the process 
can help families feel like college is a 
realistic and achievable goal.” 


For more information visit www.col- 
legeadvantage.com. 


_ It’s not too late to register for 
\ Spring Semester Classes! 


Take advantage of our EXTRA 


Open Registration! 


January 17-20 
Gymnasium/Scibelli Hall 


Tues. - Thurs.: 8am-7pm 
Fri.: 8am-4pm 


Classes Begin January 23rd 


www.stcc.edu 


(413) 755-3333 


Springfield Technical 
Community College 


Exceptional Education. Proven Results. 
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SPRINGFIELD, MA— Western New 
England University will host a workshop 
on minority and diversity issues with the 
application process for law school on 
Saturday, January 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. in the Blake Law Center. This 
event is free and open to the public but 
reservations are required. Lunch will be 
provided. 

The focus of the workshop is to edu- 
cate minority and diversity students about 
the law school application process and to 
answer frequently asked questions. 


You are invited to our 


OPEN HOUSE @ 


Sunday, January 29, 2012 
11:30am-1:00pm 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


GLBT and non-traditional students will 
also benefit from this program. 
Participants will hear from current and 
former law students, as well as admis- 
sions professionals from the Western 
New England University School of Law, 
Boston University School of Law, New 
England Law Boston, and University of 
Connecticut School of Law. Topics cov- 
ered will include résumés, letters of rec- 
ommendation, personal statements, 
internships, and the Law School 
Admission Council (LSAC). In addition, 


ANISLAUS SCHOOL 
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St. Stanislaus School is a Catholic, Franciscan, co-educational Pre-K through Eighth grade y 


school that exists to assist students in developing their potential spiritually, physically, and 
socially, while fostering academic excellence within a safe and nurturing environment. 


- Full Day PreK & Kindergarten 


r - Extended Care Program 
E-Text Books - Full Hot Lunch Program 
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Modern Facility 
& MORE! 


- Extracurricular Activities 
- Enrichment Classes 
- Strong Core Curriculum 
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www.st.stanislaus.mec.edu 


CIA 4534 Front St. Chicopee, MA 01013 « 413-592-5135 
SIC Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 


THE SMART CAREER MOVE 
IN 2012! 


Branford Hall Career Institute can get you 


BRANFORD HALL 


a KAPLAN representative will give 
information on the Law School 
Admission Test (LSAT) and administer a 
free practice LSAT to participants. 
Anyone interested in law school is 
encouraged to attend, regardless of where 
they are in the application process or 
where they plan to apply. To make a 
reservation or to obtain more information 
on Minority Law _ Day, visit 
www.law.wne.edu/minoritylawday. 
Western New England University is a 
private, independent, coeducational insti- 
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January 12, 2012 


Minority Law Day event 


tution founded in 1919. Located on an 
attractive 215-acre suburban campus in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, Western New 
England serves 3,700 students, including 
2,500 full-time undergraduate students. 
Undergraduate, graduate, and profession- 
al programs are offered through Colleges 
of Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, and Pharmacy and the 
School of Law. 


FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
FOR HEALTHY LIVING 
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


LEARN PLAY EXPLORE 


Before & After School Enrichment Programs (k-7) 


20 Programs in Chicopee, Hampden-Wilbraham, 


Monson, Palmer, and Springfield schools. 
Academic tutoring * Recreation ¢ Crafts » 
Healthy snacks ¢ Transportation 

Early Childhood Education Programs 
in Wilbraham & Springfield. 
Infants, toddlers and preschoolers 
Nationally accredited 


YMCA of Greater Springfield X 
www.springfieldy.org 
413-739-6951 x 180 


programs for ages 4 weeks to 13 years! 


Started on the path toward a 


New, High-Growth Career! 


HEALTH CLAIMS SPECIALIST 
MEDICAL ASSISTANT 


COMPUTER NETWORKING MANAGEMENT 
MASSAGE THERAPY 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS TRAINER 
PARALEGAL 
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Call or Click Today! 
800-959-7599 


branfordhall.edu 


Career placement assistance | Day & evening schedules | Financial aid available for those who qualify 


Southington 35N. Main St. 


Windsor 995 Day Hill Rd. 


Branford One Summit Place 
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STCC awarded $549,458 grant 


for virtual ESL instruction 


Springfield Technical Community 
College (STCC) was recently awarded 
a $549,458 grant from the National 
Science Foundation. The project, enti- 
tled “Exploring the Virtual World of 
Contextualized English Language 
Acquisition,” will help English as a 
Second Language (ESL) students prac- 
tice and expand their English skills in a 
low-pressure virtual setting. 

STCC submitted the proposal as part 
of a partnership with WonderBuilders, 
Inc., a virtual world development com- 
pany that includes some of the original 
developers of the open source Open 
Wonderland virtual reality software that 
will be used for this project. Nicole 
Yankelovich and Jonathan Kaplan of 
WonderBuilders, Inc. will assist faculty 
Jill Mendez and Mary Beth Ogulewicz 
in developing a unique 3-D virtual 
world model of the STCC campus 
which students will use to interact with 
other students, staff, and faculty. Users 
will be able to set in-program appoint- 
ments with staff in key offices, such as 
financial aid and the registrar’s office, 
and practice conversation skills with 
fellow students in virtual lounges. 
Objectives from each of the four levels 
of ESL classes at STCC will be incor- 
porated into the program to guide 
English language development and pre- 
pare users for college placement tests. 

Springfield is one of the most 
diverse cities in the Commonwealth. 


Thirteen percent of students in the 
Springfield Public Schools system are 
designated as Limited English 
Proficient, and 304 students were 
enrolled in the ESL program at STCC 
in the fall of 2010. The demand for 
ESL services underlines the need for an 
innovative, effective way to reach stu- 
dents and challenge them to develop 
English skills that are useful in real 
world settings. 

“An obstacle for ESL students is the 
technological divide,” says Mary Beth 
Ogulewicz, the co-Principal 
Investigator on this project. “Virtual 
reality integration in the classroom 


seeks to engage learners with technolo- 
gy and motivate earlier adoption of 
computer skills to bridge that gap.” In 
addition to providing ESL students with 
access to cutting edge technologies like 
Open Wonderland, the project also aims 
to increase English listening and speak- 
ing skills, boost the non-native speak- 
er’s confidence, and provide a smooth 
transition into campus life and an even- 
tual career. 

This grant provides funding for a 
three year project, which includes the 
development and evaluation of the pro- 
gram. Initial testing of the software will 
begin during the spring of 2012, with a 


full pilot course planned for the 2012 
fall semester. Resulting data from the 
pilot will be among the first of its kind 
and serve as the catalyst for the adop- 
tion of virtual ESL learning by other 
programs around the country. As the 
project nears completion, the National 
Center for Information & 
Communications Technologies (ICT), 
which is hosted at STCC, will dissemi- 
nate the lessons learned to its network 
of educators. STCC faculty Mendez 
and Ogulewicz and WonderBuilders, 
Inc. CEO Yankelovich will also present 
the findings at selected conferences. 


Phlebotomy Certification offered 


at Westfield State University 


Westfield, Mass. (DATE) - 
Westfield State University’s Division 
of Graduate and Continuing Education 
is offering a Phlebotomy Certification 
Preparation program beginning 
February 28, 2012. The 80-hour pro- 
gram will be presented over a ten 
week period and will prepare partici- 
pants to accurately, safely, and reliably 
perform venipuncture and capillary 
puncture in order to collect and trans- 
port blood specimens for diagnostic 


GRADUATE AND CONTIN 


VIA 


procedures and clinical laboratory 
analysis. Classes will be held at The 
Horace Mann Center on the campus of 
Westfield State University Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 5:30- 
9:30pm. The instructor for this pro- 
gram is Janice Hendricks, CPT, CMA 
who has over 30 years of experience 
in the medical field as a phlebotomist 
and Certified Medical Assistant. The 
total cost for this offering is $1200. 
Those who satisfactorily complete 
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Master of Education 
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Master of Social Work 


T Waleska Lugo-DeJesus B.S. 
Business Management, 2010; 


\ Master of Public Administration, 2012 


GoBackNow.com 


WestfieldOnTheWeb.net 


this program will be prepared to take 
the National Healthcareer Association 
(NHA) certification exam enabling 
them to seek employment as a phle- 
botomist within the United States. 


This program is available through 
Westfield State’s Community 
Education Department. To register or 
for further information, call (413) 572- 
8034/8265 or email khall@ west- 
field.ma.edu. 
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Fellowships offered to math and science 


professionals interested in teaching 


AMHERST, Mass. — Supported in part by a six- 
year, $3 million National Science Foundation grant, 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst School of 
Education is offering four-year fellowships to quali- 
fied professionals holding a bachelor’s degree or the 
equivalent in a science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics discipline who would like to be teach- 
ers. 

The project, called “Supporting STEM Teaching 
and Learning through Communities” or S2TLC, will 
build and support a community and pipeline of 
STEM educators who will explore deep content 
knowledge, inquiry-based and culturally-responsive 
practices, and the integration of technology in grades 
6-12 mathematics and science classrooms in western 
Massachusetts, said Kathy Davis, principal investi- 
gator on the project’s management team, and associ- 
ate professor in the School of Education. 

Teaching fellows are being recruited on the basis 
of their potential to facilitate exemplary learning 


opportunities for science and math students in high- 
needs school districts. Benefits to selected fellows 
include paid tuition for an intensive, one-year mas- 
ter’s degree program leading to initial licensure, a 
stipend while teaching in a selected school for four 
years (in addition to salary), access to STEM depart- 
ments across the UMass Amherst campus, participa- 
tion in an extended community of practice for sup- 
port, professional licensure courses, and conference 
travel opportunities. 

The intangible benefits for teaching fellows are 
many, says Davis, including the opportunity to 
inspire generations of students. “Td like to see class- 
rooms where the students find math and science so 
meaningful that they want to be there, where they 
say, ‘I want to be in that class because that’s where 
things are happening,’” she says. “Kids don’t leave 
school — they don’t drop out — if they have teach- 
ers who make them feel safe, who value what they 
think, who make them feel as if they have a connec- 


Warm winter greetings 


Chicopee, MA — On Friday, February 17 the gradu- 
ates of Westover Job Corps will walk the stage. This 
won’t be any ordinary graduation. Twice a year, the 
campus celebrates the achievements of young adults 
ages 16-24 who have completed a rigorous, life-chang- 
ing program. 

Members of print and broadcast media are invited to 
cover this feel-good event. Young women and men 
apply to the taxpayer funded Department of Labor pro- 
gram, which requires they demonstrate economic dis- 
advantage and meet certain basic standards. If they are 
accepted, they must meet social, academic, vocational 


training and career success standards in order to fully 
complete the program and take part in graduation. 

The individual stories of hardship and personal tri- 
umph are compelling. The joy and celebration at a Job 
Corps graduation are unique. With over 555 students 
that arrive and matriculate out on a weekly basis, the 
staff look forward to the graduations when alumni 
return to formally accept a diploma. 

The campus offers tours on Thursdays. To learn 
about tours, call (413) 593-4000. 

To RSVP for Graduation, 
Buckner.Alice@jobcorps.org 


email 


EXPLORE 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


Open House Sunday, January 22 at 2:00 PM 
For information or to RSVP 413.596.9107 
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Visit us at www.WMA.us 


tion to what they are learning and to the classroom. 
These teaching fellows will provide that.” 

Other project partners include the UMass 
Amherst’s colleges of Natural Sciences and 
Engineering, Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 
the Greenfield, Holyoke and Springfield public 
schools and the Mahar Regional School district. 


HOLYOKE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
ADMISSIONS 
OPEN HOUSE 


For prospective students and their families 
Grades 9-12 for September 2012 enrollment 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 
pease, 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. 


134 Springfield Street 
Chicopee 
Snow date: Jan. 26, 2012 
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COME AND EXPLORE! 

= College prep curriculum 

= Small class size 

= 96% college attendance 

= Faith and values 

= Quality programs in athletics and the arts 
= Elms College connection 

= Easy access from all major highways 

= Tuition under $8000 


If you plan to attend, please RSVP by Jan. 20, 2012 
Theresa Zaborowski at 413-331-2480, ext. 1132 


www.holyokecatholichigh.org 
ENTRANCE EXAM: Sat. Feb. 4, 2012 8:00 AM to Noon 


Call our Admissions Office to register 


New England Tractor 
Trailer Training School 


serving Western Mass & Greater Springfield 


for over 45 years 


Enroll NOW for CDL 
Class A & B Training 


CALL US TODAY! 


1-800-923-9515 
www.nettts.com 


GET THE CAREER TRAINING YOU NEED 
TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 
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32 Field Road 
Somers, CT 
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Does where you sit in the classroom say a lot about you? 


By Julie Mastrine 


Where students choose to sit in a class- 
room can have an effect on how profes- 
sors perceive them, says Chris Hakala, a 
psychology professor and director of the 
Center for Teaching and Learning at 
Western New England University 
<http://www.wne.edu/> . 

Students who sit in the front of the 
classroom may find it easier to develop a 
better relationship with their professor, 
unlike those who choose to sit in the very 
back. 

Although choosing to sit in the front of 
the classroom may improve classroom 
engagement, it won’t necessarily translate 
into better grades, he says. 

“In bigger classes, students in front do 
tend to be better students,” Hakala says. 
“That being said, if you tell a bad student 
to sit up front, it’s not going to do a lot.” 

Still, sitting closer to the front of the 
room does have an effect on student- 
teacher rapport, which is linked to greater 
academic performance. Students who 
choose to sit in the front may find it easier 
to maintain eye contact, and there is a 
greater likelihood that the student will be 
spoken to, he says. 

Perhaps most importantly, students up 
front are more likely to pay attention. 

“Classroom attention is important. A 
student who can’t focus or who can’t be 
brought back to the situation is not going 
to learn,” Hakala continued. ““There’s a lot 
of research on the waxing and waning of 
attention in the classroom. In lecture, stu- 
dents’ attention tends to bottom out about 
30 minutes into class, which is just when 


The Following Courses Have Openings for Immediate Enrollment: 


e Master Electricians 

e Journeymen Electricians 

e Master Plumbers/Gas Fitters 

e Journeymen Plumbers/Gas Fitters 

e ServSafe 

e Introduction to 3-D Modeling 

e Quick Books 

e Qil Painting; Acrylics; Water 
Colors; Charcoal 


For Additional Information: 
Call (413) 594-3555 Mon.-Fri. Between 6&9 PM 


or begin a new one! 


WITH CHICOPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 


Prepare for State Licensing Examinations * Learn a Fine Art 
Exercise While Having Fun « Increase Your Computer Skills 
Learn to SCUBA Dive « Earn Industry Certifications 


faculty are getting to the most important 
information. Proximity to the professor 
does have an impact on that.” 

Although there has been a lot of 
research done on seat placement in class- 
es, Hakala says the data is hard to interpret 
because it relies on correlation. 

“It’s not clear if they sit up front 
because they’re good students or if good 
students just prefer to sit up front,” he 
says. 

Other factors may dictate whether a 
student chooses to sit in the front of the 
classroom. Chief among them: Where 
their friends are sitting, how good their 
eyesight is, if they were late to class and 
the front happens to be all that’s available, 
says Deborah Ricker, Dean of Academic 
Services at York College of Pennsylvania 
<http://www.ycp.edu/> . 

Still, as a lecturer, Ricker says seating 
choice alone has little to no impact on her 
perception of a students’ work ethic, and 
many of her colleagues agree. 

“Teaching and learning is less about 
where the student sits and more about 
how a student thinks, works and 
behaves,” she says. “I have personally had 
some very talented students sit in the mid- 
dle and back of the classroom near the 
door.” 

Although where students choose to sit 
in the classroom doesn’t make or break 
academic performance, it can have an 
effect on your level of engagement, says 
James Black, director of the Center for 
Academic Achievement at Susquehanna 
University <http://www.susqu.edu/> in 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 

‘You have to realize that where you sit 
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e Zumba 

e SCUBA 

e English 10; English 11; English 12 

e Algebra I&ll; Trigonometry; 
Plane Geometry 

e Forensic Science 

e Small Engine Repair 

e Welding: MIG; TIG; ARC; 
Oxyacetylene 


communicates something to the professor 
and affects your engagement in the class- 
room, but it’s not more important than 
learning the material and studying,” he 
says. 

Black admits that when he was a stu- 
dent, he tended to sit in the back of the 
classroom and was nervous about speak- 
ing up during class. 

“From that perspective, I understand 
why students may not want to sit in the 
front, which is why I encourage them to 
not alienate themselves from the profes- 
sor,” he says. 


Still, it’s important for students to feel 
comfortable, no matter where they choose 
to sit. 

“Tf students aren’t feeling that confi- 
dent, they don’t need to sit up front and 
feel stressed the whole time,” Black says. 
“Maybe sit halfway back and make sure 
to make eye contact with the professor. 
Then you can gain more confidence and 
start to move up to the front.” 

Julie Mastrine is a junior public rela- 
tions major at Penn State University, 
where she works for The Daily Collegian. 


Help Wanted Full Time 
Service Technician 
for Windows and Doors 


Leader Home Centers is looking for a full time associate to 
service warranty and non-warranty claims for their 
window and door business. Ideal candidate must be 
mechanically inclined, basic knowledge of computers and 
self motivated. This position entails travel in the local 
area, scheduling time commitments and the ability to 
work on your own with little supervision. 


Leader is willing to train but previous knowledge is a plus. 
To be considered you must have a clean valid drivers 
license and pass a back ground check. 
Now hiring for all positions for Spring 2012 — Inside Sales ° Road Sales ° Customer Service Yard 
To apply email your resume to tstrong@leaderhome.com 
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E TheCommonSchool 


Open House 
Jan 21, 2012 
10:00—Noon 


The world is interesting and learning is fun. So why not teach children to 
discover this for themselves, using their innate curiosity and their own two hands. 
At The Common School, students from ages 3 to 12 learn and grow through 
interactive, in-depth projects that are at the core of our time-tested curriculum. 


Our financial aid program serves 40% of our current families. 
Call for details 413-256-8989. 


521 South Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA ¢ www.commonschool.org 
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St. Jo 


School 


533-1475 
587 Grattan Street 
Chicopee, MA 01020 
www.sjachicopee.org 


n of Arc 


| Open House 


Sunday 
January 29th 
10am-12 noon 
Pre-K to Grade 8 


Educating the 
Whole Child 


e Faith based 

e Academic Excellence 
e Music 

e Liturgical Dance 

e Performing Arts 
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STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
* SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
+ CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don’t know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ALL NEW PLUSH top Queen 
mattress and box still in plastic. 
Was $599, Sell for $299. 
(413)885-3065. Rt. 20, Palmer. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


FOR SALE: CHERRY Bureau 
with large 48" mirror, two sets of 
drawers and middle cabinet. 66" 
long x 31" H x17" wide. $350.00. 
Call 364-6778. 


WINTERGARDEN (413)267-3786 


OR (413)539-1472 Quality 
Americana, Antiques and 
Decorative Arts Auction, January 
14, 2012, 10:00 AM Quaboag 
Country Club, Route 32, Monson, 
MA. We Invite you to Visit Our 
Webpage 
www.wintergardenauction.com 


a 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Call For An Appointment 


413-967-8364 


iR 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. Buy- 
ing antique & vintage glassware, 


pottery, hummels, jewelry, 
watches, military, toys, Legos, 
hunting, fishing, stringed 


instruments, clothing, books, tools, 
& more. We also provide estate 
sale services. 
www.ezstreetantiques.com 

or (413)626-8603. 


ALL RED OAK, Seasoned, Over 
a cord guaranteed. Cut, split and 
prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


PARTLY SEASONED HARD- 
WOOD cut, split and delivered. 
Prompt delivery. MC/Visa 
Westview Farms 111 East Hill 
Road, Monson (413)267-9631. 


Call your local 
Turley Publications 
sales representative 
for info and rates on 

advertising your 
tax service here. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

“Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


FOUNTAIN FIREWOOD 2 YRS. 
SEASONED Red & White Oak, 
Mixed Hardwood. Cut, split. 
Delivered same day. 1,2,3,4 cord 
loads. Monson (413)657-6143. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
Premium Hardwood Pellets $235 
per ton. Cash and Carry. 1-800- 
373-4500. 


AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE/AVIONICS. 
GRADUATE in 15 months. FAA 
approved; financial aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
National Aviation Academy today! 
1-800-292-3228 or NAA.edu 


NEEDING HELP WITH duties 
while you work. Child care, 
transportation, etc. I’m perfect for 
the job. Agawam area. (413)786- 
2132. 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/VIOLIN/FLUTE/trump 
et/trombone/amplifier/Fender gui- 
tar, $69. each. Cello/upright bass, 


saxophone/French horn/drums 
$185 each. Tuba/baritone 
horn/Hammond organ. Others 4 
sale (516)377-7907. 


WINTERGARDEN IS BUYING 
ANTIQUES of all types including 
Furniture, Jewelry, Paintings, Art 
Pottery & Glass, Sterling Silver, 
Advertising, Toys & Dolls, Military 
Items, Swords, Clocks, Musical 
Instruments, Books, Old Radios, 
Wind-Up Phonographs, Vintage 
Clothing, Quilts, Linens and more. 
CALL (413)267-3786 or (413)539- 
1472. 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 
(CATEGORY: | 


Base Price | 22 
24. 


29 Base Price 30 
28.50 

33 Base Price | 34 
30.50 


Base Price | 23 
25.00 


Base Price | 24 
25.50 26.00 


4.50 

25 Base Price | 26 Base Price | 27 Base Price | 28 Base Price 
26.50 27.00 27.50 28.00 
Base Price | >" Base Price 32 Base Price 
29.00 29.50 30.00 
Base Price 35 Base Price | 36 Base Price 
31.00 31.50 32.00 
37 Base Price | 38 Base Price | 39 Base Price | 40 

32.50 33.00 33.50 


Base Price 
24.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


Quabbin Village Hills 
Circulation: 50,500 


HADLEY 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 
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A CALL WE HAUL 


Fast Junk Removal 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, Appl, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


**A B HAULING AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE*** 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. 20 yd. container, truck 
available. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all work. Lowest 
rates. (413)267-3353, cell 

(413)222-8868. 


**A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL*** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. (413)596-7286, 
(866)517-4285. 


Í AandD | 
& Hauling — 
| be 
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A AND D HAULING. Affordable, 
Dependable Removal at its best! 
Real Estate closings our specialty. 
Will clean homes, attics, cellars 
and barns. “Demo work and metal 
removal at discounted rates. 10% 
discount with ad. Free estimates. 
413-477-0213 (business) 
413-575-7961 (cell) 


AFFORDABLE REMOVAL 
SERVICES, SNOW REMOVAL, 
attics, | basements, garages. 
Cleaned, moving and odd jobs 
including Fall clean-up. Free 
estimates. (413)627-8717, 
(413)657-0343. 


AVERY 
Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 


® 413-532-9949 


pep 413-459-3343 


License # 99466 


Kitchens ° Bathrooms o Tile 


Buy the Quabbin Hits Hills or the Suburban Drywall Repair e Interior Painting 


Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus Custom Woodworking 
= = 50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. Insurance Work e Laminate Flooring 
NAME PHONE 
SS SS SSS Sooo First ZONE base price includes additional words 
ADDRESS 50 
TOWN STATE 7IP Add a second ZONE na 
= o — oo oO Os O olonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Subtotal Design ér Build Team 
“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON x Number of Weeks www.colonialinnovation.com 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. Kitchens * Baths * Doors «Additions 
Mu st in clu d e ch e ck. TOTAL enclosed Renovations e Custom Designs e New Homes 


Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic. &ins. OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 
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youe AD 
COULD 
RE HERE 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 508-245-1501, 413-650- 
0126 


D&L 
Pellet Stove Service 
Trouble Shooting, Cleaned, 
New Gaskets & Seals, 
Installed & Parts. 


Over 7 years experience 
Lic & Insured 
Call 413-244-2136 or 413-348- 
03882 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
cell (413)668-6685. 


HANDYMAN, REPAIRS, NEW 
work, tile, ceramic, granite. Make 
your project a reality. Call Gil for 
estimate (413)323-0923 licensed, 
insured. 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


HOUSE - ATTIC - GARAGE 
& BASEMENT CLEAN OUTS. 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
413-885-2437 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP 
AND REPAIR 
Push lawnmowers; riding mowers. 
Work done at your home. 
Call Mike at 
(413)348-7967. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS: 
Carpentry, decks, hatchways, 
ramps, painting, property 
maintenance, after storm/ tree 


cleanups. Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates. (413)883-9033. 


HIG# 169216 


FULLY INSURED 
Contact Jim 413-544-4906 


Specializing in 
all phases of carpentry. 
From framing to finish work! 


No job too big or too small. 


STETSONCARPENTRY @YAHOO.COM 


TRAY 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
Carriages, surreys, wagons, drs 


me 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Visit Us at Our New Place 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers. For service call 
(413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 


Laptop Repair. 
1605 N Main ST, Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY _ service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scot Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


New Image 


Need Windows? 


Energy Star Vinyl Replacement 


os 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Jeremy (413) 221-9807 
Limited Time Offer 


Special 
$229.00 Installed 


Any Size — Double Pain 
Tilt-in — Insulated Glass 


Lifetime Warranty 


ELECTRICIAN AVAILABLE FOR 
industrial, commercial and 
residential jobs of all sizes. 30’ lift 
service available for hire. Licensed 
and fully insured with over 19 


years experience. License 
#20529A Ray Croteau 
413-284-0507. 

EXPERIENCED LICENSED 


ELECTRICIAN E51458. Large to 
small jobs. Prompt service, 
professional work, fully insured, 
free estimates. 24 hours. Bruce 
(413)883-9657. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
PROMPT, efficient, reasonable. 
Obligation—free estimates. Senior 
discounts. Will beat anyone’s 
price. Fully insured. Local. Walter 
Paul Partyka Lic.#11294B. 
c#(413)455-7353, 
h#(413)532-0503 


Home Improvement 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall and 
painting services. For all your 
home improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC-License #CS093368. 
(413) 219-6951. 


BUILDING, REMODELING and 
REPAIRS. 
ADDITIONS, GARAGES, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, KIT/BATH, 
FINISHED BASEMENTS. 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS- install/ repair, 
DRAINAGE. Licensed / insured 
25 years experience. 
Martin Murphy- 413-967-9897 
Cell- 413-949-1901 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free 
estimates, references. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 


(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality and the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp and 
save.413-569-3733 office/fax MA 
Lic. #100821 MA Reg. #156758 
CT Lic. #0620422 


DRS PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS One call does it 
all. Free estimates. Best price 
guaranteed. Lic #168118 Insured 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon12@yahoo.com 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


NEED A GOOD LAWYER? 
Attorney Kevin Jourdain can help! 
Bankruptcy, Drivers licenses, 
Personal Injury, Wills. An 
Affordable General Practice. Free 
Initial Consultation. (413)539- 
8000. 

We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the bankruptcy code. 
www.attorneykevinjourdain.com 


Painting 


INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR 25 years 
exp. Trying to rent an apartment, 
sell/ buy a house, or just freshen 
things up? Our quality results can 
help reach your goals. Insured. 
Mazzu Painting. Reg. #155692. 
John (413)222-1378. 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Products That Assist 
ELDERLY and DISABLED 
Satisfy Your Needs 
IMPROVE YOUR COMFORT 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
(413)668-5299 


A 
BBB 
BBB 


AFFORDABLE ROOFING ALL 
types of roofs, shingle and torch 
down. Asphalt roofing specialist. 
E.P.D.M., T.P.O. Roofs framed 
and repaired, rafters plywood etc. 
we beat all prices! Fast, neat, 
dependable. Over 30 years 
experience. All work guaranteed. 
License #CS97023 (413)237-5075 
Daniel A. Kiley Builders, LLC 
Major credit cards accepted. 


ANOTHER HARSH WINTER IS 
ON ITS WAY. Call Local Bldrs. 
for removing snow off your roof 
and all your roofing needs. 
Shingles, flat, metal and slate. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA 
CS#102453. Senior Discount 
(413)626-5296 


Snow Removal 


DEVENO LANDSCAPING- 
parking lots 
Commercial, 
Residential.(413)746-9065, 
(413)657-9293. 


GOT BRUSH? NEED it removed? 
Logger/ tree service has grapple 
skidders, Bobcat- grapple rack 
and 50 yard log truck debris box. 
Call (413)323-6797. 


SNOW plowing, 
and driveways. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


LEGOWSKI LANDSCAPING & 
Construction Full tree services, 
tree limbs, storm debris cleanup. 
Please call for a free estimate. 
(413)540-6990. All calls returned. 


ERIC LAFORTUNE 
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Carpenter 


Home Repair Service 


Fully Insured 
Lead Certified 
Custom Moldings 
Lic. # CS 74204 


413-297-2466 


STUMP GRINDING 
FAST Service, Best Prices 
888-41 STUMP/413-289-1524 
BEAVER STUMP GRINDING 
Service 20+ years of 
local experience 
Tornado Damage 
Discounts 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc. 


Bullet — 6 y.o. red male, used to 
home life, came to us with his 
brother Bopper and Rez, lived 
peacefully with small children and 
cats, should have a tall fence 


Bopper - 6 y.o. black male, used 
to home life, came to us with his 
brother Bullet and Rez, lived 
peacefully with small children and 
cats 


Keet — 13 y.o. white/black female, 
came back with Bullet, Bopper and 
Sammy, not in bad health for an 
elderly dog, still Interested and 
curious about her surroundings, 
seems to be cat safe 


Nikki — 2 year old brindle female, 
listens well, loves attention, likes 
other dogs, walks well on leash, 
wonderful personality, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Pam -— 2 y.o. brindle female, very 
puppyish, a real Velcro dog, would 
do well in a home with a mature 
Greyhound who she could learn 
from and play with, needs a 
fenced-in yard, does not seem to 
be small animal safe 


Ranger - 8 y.o. brindle male, 
used to home life, affectionate, 
loves attention, is energetically 
playful, loves toys, very adaptable, 
happy-go-lucky, would do best in 
an adult home, seems to be cat 
safe 


Rez -6 y.o. brindle male, used to 
home life, laid back and mellow, 
like to relax, gets along with 
everyone, seems to be cat safe 


Sammy - 9 y.o. red male, used to 
home life, sweet disposition, likes 
to snuggle, loves to walk on leash 
and ride in the car, would like a 
quiet household, seems to be cat 
safe 


Tina - 3 y.o. red female, very 
loving, toes on back foot may 
need surgery, likes company, 
does not seem to be cat safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or Claire 
(413) 967-9088 or see us Jan 14 
at Dave's Pet City Northampton 
and Petco Enfield 11 a.m to 1 
p.m. 


www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horses 


LEARN TO RIDE, Jump, Show! 
Tiny Trotters Program. Licensed 
instructors. | Excellent school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, 
Training, Leases. (860)668-1656, 
(860)668-9990 
www.endofhunt.com 


AIDES- CNA/HHA 
Homecare Positions Available 
Immediate Openings 
Flexible Hours 
Insurance Benefit 
Paid Vacation 
Mileage Reimbursement 
Referral Bonus 
Call Visiting Angels 
(413)568-7960 


AVON Up to 50% profit. 1-800- 
258-1815. avonnh @aol.com 


DIVISION SUPERVISOR 

THE Town of Amherst is seeking a 
Supervisor/Mechanic for the 
Equipment Maintenance Division 
of Public Works. To supervise, 
train and participate in all functions 
of maintenance. Supervision 
includes planning and assignment 


of work duties, performance 
evaluation, instructions, and 
guidance as necessary. 


Graduation from high school or 
GED, equivalent combination of 
technical experience, education 
and five years of experience of 
being in charge of maintenance in 
a municipal setting. Valid State 
Driver's license CDL Vehicle 
Inspection certification. This is a 
full time benefited position with a 
salary range of $1,543.19- 
$1,836.96 BIWEEKLY. Apply on 
line at www.amherstma.gov or to 
Human Resources, Town Hall, 4 
Boltwood Avenue, Amherst, MA 
01002, Application deadline is 
Friday, January 20, 2012. Amherst 
is an EEO/AA employer and 
encourages women and minorities 


to apply 


DRIVERS: START UP to $.41/mi. 
Home Bi-Weekly. CDL-A 6 mos. 
OTR exp. Req. Equipment you'll 
be proud to drive! (888)247-4037 


EXPERIENCED, LICENSED 
ELECTRICIAN. OSHA certified. 
Call 413-284-0507. 


HOME HEALTH AIDES and 
C.N.A's needed for Assisted 
Living Facility. Must be reliable, 


energetic and personable. 
Benefited positions available. 
Pleasant working environment. 


Apply in person at the Arbors at 
Amherst, 130 University Drive, 
Amherst, MA 01002. (413)548- 
6800 


SALES FULL/ PART time 
Saturdays a must. Great benefits. 
Retail experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Apply in 
person at: Olde Hadleigh Hearth & 
Patio, 119 Wiliamansett St., 
Route 33, South Hadley. 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a Foster Parent! Call 
today to learn about working with 
children and adolescents with 
special emotional needs. $350 
weekly tax free stipend. Call 
Devereux Therapeutic Foster Care 
at 413-734-2493. See us on 
facebook! 


CHD Meadows Homes 


RESIDENTIAL SUPERVISOR - Experienced FT supervisor 
to support adults with intellectual disabilities in Chicopee 
residence. Detail orientated in areas of health, MAP, ISP. 

M-F 12-8p, with flexibility. FA, CPR MAP necessary. 
Excellent benefits. 


PT RESIDENTIAL STAFF OPPORTUNITIES — 
Enthusiastic staff with FA, CPR, MAP: 
Weekday/Weekend shifts; Awake/Asleep overnights. 


Letter and Resume to CHD/Meadows Homes 
246 Park St, West Springfield, MA 01089 
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Classifieds 


Call us toll free at 


January 12, 2012 


1-800-824-6548 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


+ www.turley.com + 


Real Estate Real Estate Real Estate Real Estate Mobile Homes 


WILBRAHAM NEWLY REMOD- 
ELED inside and out. 7 room, 3 
BR Colonial, fireplace, nice lot. A 
must see! Owner (413)244-2807. 


WARREN NEWER RANCH, 3 
BR, 2 full baths, double-sided gas 
fireplace, HW floors, oil heat, 
garage, 1 acre $199,900. Call 
(413)436-9381. 


www.turley.com E ‘on 
GE oo 


Drivers Needed 


Part-time Distribution of Weekly Papers 


Several positions now open for a driver to 
distribute our weekly papers. Some routes 
only require distribution and others require 
the collection of weekly money. Applicants 
must have a current Massachusetts License 
and a copy of their recent driver history. 
Applicant must also have a flexible sched- 
ule and be familiar with the Pioneer Valley 
area. Currently we have routes in the fol- 
lowing areas: Ludlow, Agawam, Granby, 
Ware, Southwick/Suffield and South 
Hadley. Depending on the route available 
the days to deliver will be Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 


Please apply at 


Turley Publications, Inc. 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


Charlann Griswold, Circulation Manager 
EOE 


us Wing Memorial 


Hospital and Medical Centers 
A Member of UMass Memorial Health Care 


Best People. Best Care. 


Together, we make all the difference. 


Wing VNA and Hospice, serving the towns of 
Palmer, Belchertown, Monson, Brimfield, Holland, 
Wales, Ludlow, Wilbraham, Ware, and Warren, is 
seeking to fill the following positions: 


Medical Social Worker 


Psychosocial support, counseling of patients/families. 
-16 hours, MSW and MA license required. 
Hospice and home care experience preferred. 


Physical Therapist 


Per Visit — Per Diem. Experienced therapist, excellent 
clinical skills. Home care experience preferred. 
Flexible schedule. 


Home Health/Hospice Aide 


Certified, experienced HHA. Per Diem/hourly. 
Flexible schedule. Home care experience preferred. 


New facility, excellent working environment. 
Submit resume to: 


Wing Memorial Hospital, UMass Memorial Health 
Care Member, Human Resources, 40 Wright Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069; Fax: 413-284-5193 


Ve embrace diversity in both our workforce and our approach 
to patient care. An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity 


Employer. 
aea] 


We'll Inspire You 
WingHealth.org 
to Make a Difference. 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


JILL ‘Jiu A. GRAVEL, BROKER GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


Evenings call: 


COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 


Contos 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 


EAST BROOKFIELD: Waterfront 
on Lake Lashaway, perfect home 
for entertaining, vacation 
everyday, sunroom, views, five 
bedrooms. Must have master suite 
with sauna. $459,900 


NORTH BROOKFIELD: You're 
buying the lot and the house is a 
bonus. Almost 1 acre with town 
water and sewer. House needs 
total remodel. $34,900 

Candy Smith 413-348-9289 
Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glen Moulton 
Ruth Vadnais 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 
413-967-6326 


Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 
Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 
Janis Quattrocelli 413-250-1639 


NT 


Find it 
in our 
Classified 
section!!! 


Jones Group 


-ALTO 


“INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY 
OWNED SINCE 1958” 


CHICOPEE — Business opportunity to 
step in and take ownership of up and 
running local bar/lounge with kitchen 
facilities. The building has three lev- 
els. Large Walk-in cooler. (71219646) 
$350,000 


AMHERST - This Farmhouse offers 
3BR, 1BA and has never been updat- 
ed. A great opportunity to make it 
your own! Located close to town, near 
public transportation, on a quiet side 
street. (71228940) $200,000 


BELCHERTOWN - Custom Colonial 
on 1.0 acre corner lot-Turkey Hill 
Estates. Granite counters in kitchen, 
maple floors and custom woodwork. 
Additional office & private living 
space for another family member. 
(71274372) $385,000 


WARE - 2 family w/ 2 BR & 1 bath in 
each unit, separate electric, covered 
porches, 1 car garage. Upstairs fresh- 
ly painted, downstairs bath handicap 
accessible. Could be converted to 
single family! (71290121) $95,900 


BELCHERTOWN - Here is lifestyle 
value! You cannot go wrong with this 
pleasant 3-bedroom Ranch ideally set 
on 0.84 acres. Garage. New windows 
& doors. Additional space in walk out 
basement. (71310919) (71310919) 
$197,900 


GRANBY - 3BR/2BA split-entry on 
.92 acre corner lot. Property now has 
permit for retail business. Sunroom, 
fireplace, Carriage house style 
garage w/ 2 bays w/work area & 
bonus room above , ready to finish 
Or great storage space. (71317095) 
(71317095) $229,000 


Jones Group Realtors 
Amherst 413-549-3700 


Belchertown 323-7295 
Northampton 413-585-0400 


JonesRealtors.com 


Mobile Homes 


DASAP MOBILE HOMES Sales 
View all our new and used homes 
at | www.dasap.mhvillage.com 
(413)593-9961. Servicing all of 
Western Mass. 


CHICOPEE BEHIND HUKE LAU 
14’x67’, 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 
air, appliances, rubber roof, new 
gutters, corner lot. Own for $381 
per month mortgage. DASAP 
(413)593-9961. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any prefer- 
ence, limitation, or discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We 
will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. All persons 
are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


CHICOPEE WIL. Section, 6 
room, 3 bedrooms on 3rd floor of 3 
family home. Sunny, very clean, 
off-street parking. $850/ month 
plus security deposit. (413)534- 
3769. 


CHICOPEE 3RD FLOOR, 2 bed- 
rooms, heat, hot water & 
appliances, a/c, laundry room. off- 
street parking, $850 No pets/ 
smoking. (413)222-8293. 


CHICOPEE FALLS 1 BR, second 
floor. Heat, hot water included. 
Non-smoking. $650/ mo + first, 
last. (413)592-7525. 


FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


PALMER 4 RM, 1 BR, Office. 
Renovated, new windows. Free 
heat, HW, Appliances. $785 No 
Pets. No Smoking (508)637-1520, 
(860)658-2101. 


PALMER THREE RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 1 
bdrm, $630, 2 bdrm, $730 month. 
All units renov. w/disposal, 
dishwashers, microwave, elec. 
range, carpets. Parking, fishing 
and playground. Cats okay. Call 
413-283-9472. 


PALMER. 4 BR eat-in kitchen, 
pantry, yard. Pet OK, off-street 
parking. $1,100 a month (413)883- 
3729 or (781)235-1739 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


PALMER’S NEWEST LUXURY 
apts, 1 and 2 bedrooms, large 
living room, spacious bedrooms 
w/w. Fridge, range, oak cabinets, 
off street parking, security lights, 
tenants laundry. 1-413-283-8673. 


SPRINGFIELD 1 BEDROOM 
$650, 2 BR $750, heat, HW 
included. On site laundry. 
Available immediately. (413)736- 
8987 


RIVERS/THORNDIKE 


THREE 
UPDATED COZY one bedroom, 


stove, refrigerator, wd hook-up, 
off-street parking. $625 plus 
utilities, deposits. NO PETS. 


(413)583-8626 messages. 


WARE FRESHLY PAINTED, very 
large 3 bdrm, off-street parking, 
coin-op laundry, 1st, last required. 
$800 plus utilities. Vigeant St. 
(413)323-8707. 


WARE MAPLE AVE. 2 bdr, 
appliances, storage, parking. No 
pets. WD hook-up, references, 
yard. $750/ mo. Available 
immediately. (413)427-1326. 


WILBRAHAM CENTER A Freshly 
Decorated 3 Room 1 Bedroom 
Apartment. Range, Refrigerator, 
Laundry Room, Heat, Utilities, 
Deck and Patio with a Gas Grill, 
Rubbish Removal and off-street 
parking included. A short walk to 
the Village Store, Drug Store, 2 
Banks and an AIM, Library, 
Cleaners, Service Station, Beauty 
Parlor, Dentist and there is PVA 
Bus. l'm looking for a neat, clean, 
quiet non-smoker with no pets 
who pays their rent on time. 
FLANNERY CO. (413)596-9982 


Vacation Rentals 


FOR RENT: ONE week at the 
largest timeshare in the world. 
Orange Lake is right next to 
Disney and has many amenities 
including golf, tennis, and a water 
park. Weeks available are Mar. 
18-25, Mar. 25-Apr. 1, Apr. 1-8, 
Apr. 8-15 & Apr. 22-29, 2012. 
(Sun. to Sun.) $850 inclusive. 
Email: carolaction@aol.com 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom, weeks 
available in May 2012 and more. 
Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Auto For Sale 


1997 CHEVY LUMINA. Runs, 
good sticker, many new parts. 
Needs front quarter panel $500/ 
B.O. (413)627-4922. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


DONATE YOUR CAR for cash on 
the spot & IRS tax deduction. Free 
$2,000 grocery shopping coupons. 
Free towing. All cars accepted. 1- 
855-WE-CURE-KIDS/1-855-932- 
8735, CarsCureKids.org 


DONATE YOUR VEHICLE LOVE 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. Free 
towing & non-runners accepted. 
800-549-2791. Help Us Transform 
Lives In The Name Of Christ. 


SELL YOUR CAR, truck or SUV 
today. All 50 states, fast pick-up 
and payment. Any condition, make 
or model. Call now 1-877-818- 
8848. www.MyCarforCash.net 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Our 


Classifieds 
Get Results 


January 12, 2012 
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Out & About 


Send all community calendar items to the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News at aan@turley.com, fax to 786-8457 or mail 
to 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. Please list 
time, date and place of event, contact information and a 
brief description of the activity involved. Deadline for all 
community submissions is noon on Monday. 


Sunday, Jan. 15 


THE HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY STRING QUAR- 
TET will present a concert at 2 p.m. in the Skinner Memo- 
rial Chapel located at the United Congregational Church of 
Holyoke as part of the “Experience Music at United” series. 
Suggested donation is $10 ($5 for students and seniors). 
For more information, call (413) 532-1483 or visit www. 
uccholyoke.org for the concert schedule. 


Tuesday, Jan. 17 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER will host a free 
movie at 12:30 p.m. (“Breakfast at Tiffany’s’’). The public 
is welcome. 


Arts 


Adventures among 
the winter stars 


The Agawam Cultural Council’s popular Applause Series 
turns its focus skyward Friday, Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library when Richard Sanderson will take 
guests on a cosmic adventure through the winter skies, when 
stars and constellations like Orion and Taurus sparkle. 

Sanderson, curator of physical science at the Springfield 
Science Museum and director of the Seymour Planetarium, 
the oldest operating planetarium in the United States, will 
use breathtaking photos to illustrate the wonders of the win- 
ter sky. Tracing winter constellations and zooming in on ce- 
lestial objects, including the giant planet Jupiter, Sanderson 
will describe how stars are born, how they die, and explore 
the possibility of finding life on other worlds. He also will 
discuss the upcoming transit of Venus across the sun, a very 
rare event that will not be seen again for more than a cen- 
tury. 

Sanderson is past president of the Springfield Stars Club 
and co-founder of the Connecticut River Valley Astrono- 
mers’ Conjunction, an annual astronomy convention. He has 
written numerous articles on astronomy and is co-author of 
the 2006 book, “Illustrated Timeline of the Universe.” 

The Agawam Public Library is located at 750 Cooper St. 
and can be reached by phone at (413) 789-1550. This event 
is free and open to the public. 

Additional information on each of the Applause Series 
events is available at the Agawam Cultural Council web site, 


www.agawamcc.org. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Magnificent Jupiter, the solar system’s 
largest planet, will be one of the celestial 
objects featured in “Adventures Among 
the Winter Stars,” a photo presentation by 
Richard Sanderson, curator of physical sci- 
ence at the Springfield Science Museum 
Friday, Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library. 


KNITTING INSTRUCTOR SANDY ELLIS is at the 
Agawam Public Library the first Tuesday of the month now 
through May at the Adult Drop-In Sit & Knit program to of- 
fer troubleshooting help and introduce new projects as well. 
Adult Drop-In Sit & Knit meets Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. at 
the library and anyone is welcome. It is for adults 18 and 
older and no registration is necessary. 


THE AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH FAM- 
ILY PLAY GROUP offers crafts, stories, songs, free play 
and more on Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Playgroup is 
open to children birth through age 5 with a parent or care- 
giver, and takes place at the church located at 745 Main St. 
For more information, email jbrownacc @ verizon.net or call 
the office at 786-7111. 


FIRST PARK MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, corner 
of Forest Park Ave. and Garfield Street in Springfield, has a 
Prayer Shawl Ministry that meets every Tuesday at 2 p.m. in 
the church parlor. Participants enjoy fellowship while creat- 
ing shawls for those who need them. Every level of knitting 
or crocheting is welcome. The public is invited to join. For 
more information, call the church office at 734-1715. 


Wednesday, Jan. 18 


THE CHILDREN’S PLAY GROUP of First Park Me- 
morial Baptist Church, corner of Forest Park Avenue 
and Garfield Street in Springfield, meets every Wednes- 
day from 10-11:30 a.m. This is an opportunity for moth- 
ers or fathers and their pre-school age children to get-to- 
gether and socialize, share, play and laugh. For more 
information, call the church office at (413) 734-1715. 


Thursday, Jan. 19 


AMERICAN LEGION POST 185, located at 478 Spring- 
field St. in Feeding Hills, hosts a fish fry every Thursday 
night through March with servings from 4-7 p.m. Side or- 
ders are also available for purchase. Take-out orders are 
available and the legion is handicapped-accessible. Seniors 
are welcome. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT THE QUADRAN- 
GLE will present “Restoration of Paintings and Painted Sur- 
faces,” featuring Vitek Kruta, restorer, artist and teacher at 
12:15 in the Museum of Fine Arts at 21 Edwards St., Spring- 
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field. Admission is $4 ($2 for museum members). Parking is 
free. For information, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 


UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will host a community 
blood drive Friday, Jan. 20 at the Agawam Fire Dept., 800 
Main St. from noon to 6 p.m. In January, all presenting 
donors will receive a coupon for a free pound of Dunkin’ 
Donuts coffee; prizes are not redeemable for cash and are 
non-transferable. To make an appointment, call (800) RED 
CROSS (800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org. 


THE IRISH CULTURAL CENTER AT ELMS COL- 
LEGE will host an Irish film series at the Alumnae Library 
Theatre beginning with “The Secret of Kells” on Wednes- 
day, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. The film showing is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be served. Free will donations 
accepted. For more information, call (413) 265-2537 or visit 
irishcenter@elms.edu. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT THE QUADRAN- 
GLE will present “Women Seldom Make History: An Over- 
view of 18th and 19th Century Women of New England,” 
featuring Colette Davis, president, Pen and Parchment, 
Thursday, Jan. 26 at 12:15 in the Museum of Fine Arts at 21 
Edwards St., Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for museum 
members). Parking is free. For information, call (413) 263- 
6800, ext. 488. 


A CARD, COIN AND MEMORABILIA SHOW will be 
held Sunday, Feb. 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chicopee 
Boys and Girls Club, 580 Meadow St. Admission is $1; kids 
under 10 are free. There will be over 40 tables, a door prize 
drawing every 30 minutes, and the club is handicap acces- 
sible. For more information, call (413) 593-6046. 


A VALENTINE CHOCOLATE AND JEWELRY FAIR 
will be hosted by the First Congregational Church, 7 Somers 
Road, East Longmeadow, Saturday, Feb. 11 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Admission and parking are free and there will be a 
raffle of items donated by crafters. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachusetts Associ- 
ation for the Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more information. 
Towing is free. All donations are tax deductible. 
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Quail Run to host olfing...in January? 


free concert Saturday| | Wat 


Laurie Festa 


Laurie Festa will present an eclectic program when 
she appears in concert, Saturday, Jan. 14 at 3 p.m. at 
Quail Run Estates, 50 Cardinal Drive, Agawam. 

Festa, an accomplished vocalist and musician, is a na- 
tive of Springfield and earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in music from Westfield State University. She taught 
music for many years, but has turned her attention to 
performing full-time and giving piano lessons part-time. 
In 2011, Festa released her first CD, “A Savior is Born, 
Spiritual Songs for Christmas.” 

Her father, Vincent, travels with her throughout West- 
ern and Central Massachusetts and into Connecticut, : 
assisting with the equipment for her concerts, which Golf is the way to start the New Year for the owners of St. Anne Country Club in Feed- 
she performs at club meetings, special events, nursing ing Hills. Tom Napolitan (co-owner) watches his two sons and their friends try out 
homes, senior centers and a variety of retirement com- new clubs. From left, Ethan Timms, Joseph Napolitan, Hayden and Harrison Men- 


munities. - 
The concert is free and open to the public. drala, and Jacob Napolitan. 
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We gladly accept and process 
your insurance for you 
Call us for interest-free financing available 
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME! 


iate relief! 
mmawata rona 850 Springfield Street, Suite 2 
VA We are here to help... Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


it’s only atonal 
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One plan. One place. Curves. 


Join us Monday, Jan. 16 at With Curves Complete, you can lose 
noon and 6 p.m. for info up to 20 Ibs. of body fat and 20 inches = = 
sessions. Admission is free. in just 90 days. Hampden County Chiropractic 
ee T for as 546 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 
ri u , 
P Curves A 
413-786-0909 l om lete 
16 Southwick St. p 
Feeding Hills, 


MA. 01030 curves.com 


Vaid oriy at certified Curve Completelocatiors. See dub for detalis. Some restrictors appi Free tria offer & good for ore w red MA redeenaeblefor cath © 202 Cuvee htenatonral Ire 


